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bristle is an alternative publication for Bristol and the 


@ 
South West aiming to provide a space and information for local : D r Ist j ed 


groups and activists. Think locally, act globally, and vice Box 25 


82 Colston St 
Bristol BS1 5BB 


versa. bristle invites everyone campaigning locally for 
different issues to send us your stuff. Contact us if you want 
to take part. bristle is self-funded, and any money made is 


: . P > . Sea bristlemag@yahoogroups.co.uk 
invested in the magazine and other free-information activities. Z oe 3 P 


bristle is independent - we don’t belong to any party, current www.bristle.org.uk 


or group. People writing for bristle don’t necessarily agree 
with all the articles or content of the magazine. bristle is Deadline for submissions 
committed to creating an alternative media to the local and to, tasue 48: 3rd October 
national brainwashers and manipulators. bristle is committed to 
‘the distribution of information and to creating revolution and an 


alternative to capitalism. 


This issue cover by Chitra Merchant Z 
; Yes! Now’s your chance to secure 


Also available in screen print — limited edition of 30 your subscription to bristle! Or 
why not get one for a friend? What 
better gift for any occasion? Alright, 
there are obviously lots of better gifts, 


but we really need the money, so just . 


get your cheque book out, OK? 
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Please make cheques/postal orders payable to bristle and send it to us with this form: 
Box 25, 82 Colston Street, Bristol BS1 5BB 
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Customer's Choice (Fishponds Rd, Eastville), Eat the Beat (St. Nicholas St), Galliford Stores (Picton St, Montpelier), Greenbank Post Office, 
Greenleaf Bookshop (Colston St), Harvest Natural Foods (Gloucester Rd), Here (Stokes Croft),A. Jones (Fishponds Rd), Kebele 
(Robertson Rd, Easton), La Ruca (Gloucester Rd), Lifestyle (Stokes Croft), Lower Easton Post Office, Sonnis Food and Wines (Mina Rd, St 
Werburghs), One Planet (Picton St, Montpelier), The Plough (Easton), Replay Records (East St, Bedminster), Royce Rolls (St. Nicholas 


Market), St Werburgh’s City Farm Café (Watercress Rd, St Werburghs), Stokes Croft Post Office, Tangy (Stapleton Rd, Easton), Windmill 
News (Church Rd, Redfield). 


Printed on recycled paper by Footprint (Leeds) 
footprint@footprinters.co.uk 
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Footprint is a workers co-op committed to pro- 
viding printing services to the highest possible 
ethical and environmental standards. . 


TOTNES: Harlequin Bookshop (High St) 


LONDON: Active Distro (www.activedistribution.org). 
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Editorial 
bristle is almost unique as a radical magazine that 
combines regional news and campaigns with an inter- 
nationalist vision - stories that the mainstream press 
misses, ignores or suppresses. In issue 17 we’ve taken 
time to think about the purpose of an independent 
magazine like bristle. Events like the SchNews tour 


and the Community Media Day at The Cube Cinema 
helped to concentrate minds. 


As ever the divide between our special theme and 
campaign news is a narrow one. The failure of main- 
stream reporters to cover the successful blockades at 
regional depots of Sainsburys, Britain’s second largest 
supermarket, silenced public discussion about agricul- 
ture, retailing and the environment but said much 
about the current state of the media. This perfectly 
illustrates Ben Bagdikian’s comment in his classic 
study of control and bias: ‘Most owners and editors no 
longer brutalize the news with the heavy hand dramatised in 
movies like Citizen Kane. More common is something more 
subtle, more professionally respectable and more effective: the 
power to treat some unliked subjects accurately but briefly, 
and to treat sulyects favourable to the corporate ethic fre- 
quently and in depth’ (Media Monopoly, 5th ed. p. 15). 


The corporate concentration and domination of the 
media continues apace on the American model. The 
article on pages 15-17 shows that grip on the media in 
Bristol. Councillor Eddy also made a helpful contribu- 
tion to bristle by providing an excellent example of 
the authoritarian mindset as he launched his vendetta 


against flyposters. 


Issue 16 was a success - the print run was almost dou- 
bled and we shifted most of ‘em. We’ve also sorted out 
some production issues thanks to our comrades at 
Footprint workers co-op who did a fantastic job. We 
even switched to recycled paper so that form of the 
magazine is as non-genetically modified, fat-free and 
organic as its content. bristle not only makes sure 
that voices are heard and actions are trumpeted but is 
an example of anarchy in action - produced through 
self-management without compromise. We are inde- 
pendent of any political party and take no advertising. 
However, we are also interdependent so we rely on 
each other and on YOU, our readers and contributors, 
to keep us relevant. bristle is produced by a volun- 
tary autonomous collective. Basically this means that it 
is non-profit and we do it for love. One day we hope 


most of society will be run this way. 
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Sainsbury’s: 
No milk today, thank you! 


“The supermarkets have pretty 
much got an arm-lock on you 


lhe farmers hardly needed 

telling. The endless price war 

between supermarkets has 
squeezed small farmers to such an 
extent that || of them go bust every day 
and one commits suicide every week. 
Many are being squeezed out as the 
intensification of agriculture continues, 
with the introduction of new feudal-style 
contracts with the supermarkets and the 
widespread contamination of feed for 
dairy cattle with genetically modified 
soya and maize. The importation of 
thousands of tonnes of intensively- 
grown GM feed from places such as 
Argentina has meant thousands of poor 
farmers being driven off the land and the 
devastation of sub-tropical forests - all to 
help the IMF and World Bank continue 
their ‘restructuring’ of the global econo- 
my. 


Enough is enough 


On 2nd July 2004, it was farmers’ turn to 
put an arm-lock (literally) on Sainsbury's. 
During the early hours, a coalition of 
farmers, scientists and environmentalists 
blockaded the supermarket’s distribu- 
tion centre near Emerson’s Green in 
Bristol together with others in Essex, St. 
Helens, Rotherham and Warwickshire. 
Locked together using metal tubes, 12 
people blocked the single road to the 
depot for over six and a half hours. The 
resulting disruption meant HGVs quick- 
ly backing up along the access roads, 
filling Yate lorry park and the M4 service 
stations in a few hours as stranded driv- 
ers searched for places to park. The cops’ 
extraordinarily low-key response may be 
partly explained by their expectation of a 
blockade of farmers that evening with 
vehicles, rather than being outflanked by a 
couple of dozen activists on foot. 

The blockades cost the supermarkets 
millions of pounds, and had the unexpect- 
ed support of a large number of 
Sainsbury's lorry drivers (who gave us tips 
on how to do it better next time!) as well 
as the chief inspector (whose grandfather 
was apparently a dairy farmer forced out 
of business by Sainsbury's). 

The following day, protests were held 
inside and outside four stores in Bristol 
(as well as many others throughout the 


people at the moment’ 


‘Tony Blair speaking to 
farmers in Gloucester, 2001 


country), with GM dairy products being 
labelled on the shelves, an invasion of 
pantomime cows and activists engaging 
in discussions with shoppers. Many staff 
came up to us and wished us well, telling 
us how much they hated the company 
and felt embarrassed at the bad publici- 
ty. In Devon, several farmers parked 
tractors outside stores to support the 
actions. 


Greens and farmers 
unite! 


As Bristle 16 readers may know, this was 
far from the first action to hit Sainsbury's 
over the issues of farm gate prices and 
GM food. The supermarket has been a 
target for several years due to their finan- 
cial vulnerability and broken promise to 
remove GM animal feed from dairy. 

In June, Greenpeace activists boarded 
the Etoile, a massive cargo ship headed 
for Avonmouth with genetically modified 
animal feed. Earlier in the year, they had 
also invaded their Holborn headquarters 
with pantomime cows. Autonomous 
activists have held demos at several 
stores, and both genetics activists and 
Farmers for Action have blockaded vari- 


ous distribution depots. However, the 
significance of the latest actions was that 
they represented the first tentative steps 
towards forming an alliance between 
small farmers and the environmental 
movement to challenge the power of 
major corporations over our lives and 
food. This was no easy task. There were 
over six months of negotiation before 
the actions. These were to try to resolve 
the obvious number of differences in 


views between dairy farmers and GM 
activists (disagreements that led to some 
environmental campaigners and one 
farmers’ group pulling out at the last 
minute). But small farmers know that 
their backs are against the wall,and many 
activists realise how powerful their 
voices are when demanding a sustainable 
form of agriculture. If the alliance can 
withstand the attempts to divide it, it 
cannot be long before the damage to 
supermarkets’ image and profits forces 
them to remove the last route of entry 
for GM into Britain. 

For reports on Bristol Indymedia: 
http://bristol.indymedia.org/newswire/ 
display/|7709/index.php 
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BOARDS 


That's better! Now we've got a better 
view! Some people choose to wait for 
the council and their feet-shuffling lack 
of resources to deal with pesky advertis- 
ers and rampant billboredom. But 
others have got on the job with very 
limited resources — and bow-saws, to 
serve D.LY. termination notices on bill- 
boards around Bristol. That's the way to 
do it! Licence revoked! 


Photo: bristie 


Finally on 28th july 2004 the Bristol City 
Council fulfilled the wishes of the Clifton 
Place (Easton) residents by knocking down 
the polemical toilet block. This area which 
was subject to minister Blunkett’s visit 
because of alleged crime, was also centre of 
major drug dealing. Residents have long 
since demanded that the site be reclaimed 
for alternative use. They managed to raise 
funds and to draw-up plans for a community 
garden. After years of campaigning the coun- 
cil finally agreed and proceeded to knock 
down of the building. Soon, those council- 
lors who ignored ail residents’ demands 
turned up to take credit in front of the 
cameras. Councillor Brenda Hugill was chai- 
lenged by residents! Don’t ignore our 
communities! 


Football fans take a 
break between 
matches to cry for 
the latest victims of 
Fallujah. 


Tangled Web of destruction 


THE VICTIMISATION OF 
Selburn Watson by Bristol 
City Council continues as 
he has once again been 
made homeless following 
his eviction from St. 
Paul’s green. His camp 
that was destroyed was 
everything he had man- 
aged to recycle in order to 
survive all year outside, 
following previous highly 
disputable evictions from 
a council house and tem- 
porary accommodation 
which resulted in the loss 
of all his possessions 
including his life savings. 
Although the housing and 
social departments were 
seemingly active and the 
management at the Malcolm X Community centre had 
responded positively to solve this issue of eviction within 
the community, the Council’s Legal and Property 
Services pushed a new warrant through disregarding 
legal time restraints over the weekend leaving no chance 
of appeal. 

At 12 o’clock on Monday as the warrant stated, there 
was no eviction yet the manager from the Area office 
across the road would not comment as to where Selburn 
was expected to go. Stella the manger of the Learning 
centre said that the community were angry that he 
should block the development, she also maintained the 
view held by all civil professionals that this is a dangerous 
lunatic who can not be dealt with, so she had to wash her 
hands of this problem as does every other social and com- 
munity agency. 


Yet locals were stunned the next day, to wake up and 
hear screams for help and to see an elder of their com- 
munity being dragged away half naked by a dozen riot 
police. In just over an hour the familiar presence of 
Spyder’s peace camp was removed and his home 
impounded while police misinformed locals and media 
about the council’s justification. 

The St. Paul’s Community Action Forum has been 
developing around this case to examine such incidents 
and provide support in dealing with the various Legal 
and Civil Communities, from a completely independent 
and community based forum. 

The current legal vortex that victims of social injustice 
face from the professional agendas of the Social State 
leaves them further desperate and isolated, and without 
a voice. 


A big Bristol welcome for... 


Alistair Campbell 
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ON 20TH Apri, Blair's former Chief 
of Lying and Spin, Alistair Campbell vis- 
ited Bristol. First he visited students at 
the City of Bristol College. Later he 
was doing his one man show at the 
Colston Hall. Faced with the choice of 
a night in watching deadenders, or pop- 
ping down to Colston Street to give 
Campbell a piece of my mind, there 
was really only one choice... 

The protest was to remind people 
that Campbell was responsible for 
spinning Blair's reasons for attacking 
Iraq and massacring civilians, right up 
until the time he quit. He was behind 
the sexed up dossier that made the 
infamous 45 minute claim - stating 
that’s how long it would take Saddam 
to launch an attack with a WMD 
(remember them?). And we'll never 
know the real truth of his involvement 


in the suicide of Dr David Kelly, the 
former ‘weapons inspector’. 

On arrival it was good to see quite 
a few people already there. There were 
a few people going in to see the war- 
monger, although the Evening Pest 
reported only a handful of tickets sold, 
and the organisers were giving them 
away. It was cool when Bristol's own 
Radical Cheerleaders appeared, shaking 
their pom-poms and singing chants like 
‘Ali Campbell is a twat, lying bastard!" 

After a couple of attempts to get 
inside, someone noticed an unlocked 
gate up the side of the building leading 
to a big wooden door. Hmmmbh....a 
couple of us went there, when a frantic 
security guard starting yelling to call 
the cops, it was obvious that this door 
was worthwhile, so a number of the 
protestors came up and started bang- 


ing and chanting. The cops soon arrived 
and told us to behave, which of course 
we did - by going around to the stage 
door and giving that a good hammering 
too! 

After an hour of this thirsty work 
we retired to the ‘Bunch’, and some 
people went off to do a banner drop. 
A few drifted back at the end but the 
normally bullish Campbell was 
nowhere to be seen.A report the next 
day in the Pest said the chanting and 
door banging could be heard in the 
hall, which is good to know if any war- 
mongers come again. 


Aunty War 


Get a proper job! 


THE MiINisTRY OF Defence, or 
Ministry Of Death to those that know 
them well, invaded the community jobs 
fair at Barton Hill settlement on 3! st 
March. Three activists turned up to 
give out leaflets and held up banners 
by the MOD sstall saying Mass 
Organised Destruction and Murder 
Of Democracy The jobshirkers chat- 
ted with some of the youth about 
joining the army to be used as cannon 
fodder for Tony Blair's and George 
Bush's warmongering. All of them said 
the same thing, that there's no way 
they would ever join the army. They 
knew the attack on Iraq was about oil 
and power, and there was no way they 
would ever fight for Blair. The only 
interest in two hours at the army 
propaganda stall was from a cop! 


ey 


YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS 


YOU 


Another woman commented that a lot 
of her young male friends with few 
opportunities in education or training 
had joined the army just to escape the 
poverty trap. This is exactly what the 
recruiters are exploiting in areas like 
Barton Hill and St. Paul's. 

The recruiting sergeants on the 
army stall showed just how unthinking 
and unquestioning you need to be for 
an army career. 22 years in the army 
means a lot of indoctrination, hard to 
break through in a couple of hours. 
They had no real answers for the use 
of cluster bombs and depleted urani- 
um, or the thousands of troops, used 
as guinea pigs, suffering from gulf war 
syndrome. The serge didn't really see 
that his version of ‘aid’ work really 
meant mopping up after creating the 
destruction in the first place. The 
oppression of the Iraqi people under 
the occupation and total absence of 
anything resembling freedom and 
democracy there was clearly not 
something they'd given much thought. 

When asked about the problems 
squaddies face adapting to civvy street 
after being totally institutionalised and 
facing the traumas of war, the serge 
seemed to be stuck for words. He 
even went so far to say ‘I'm a very sim- 
plistic person. | work to provide for 
my wife and kids’. We asked him about 
the thousands of women and kids 
killed and maimed in Iraq by the armed 
forces. He was unable to draw the par- 
allel. ‘I'm just doing my job’ seemed to 
be the bottom line response for 
everything.And what a dirty job it is! 


Massacre 


REPORTS HAD BEEN coming through of U.S. Snipers 
deliberately targeting civilians and refugees fleeing the 
violence, shooting at ambulances and killing over 700 
people in a week. Over 1,700 people had been injured in 
the U.S. Offensive in Fallujah. 

A moving demo was called in Bristol against the mas- 
sacre of Iraqi people, and the tyranny of the terrorist 
occupation. 30 people turned out at short notice to dis- 
tribute information and show opposition to the genocidal 
U.S. regime and it’s murderous war on the normal people 
of Iraq. There was a lot of interest from passers by on a 
‘bad guys tour’ roving picket from the (already closed) 
army recruitment office on St. Augustine’s Parade, to a 
noisy demo inside and outside Disney and Mcdonald’s in 
Broadmead. Over the course of two hours a lot of count- 
er information was dished out, and the burly security 
guards blocking the doorways of Disney and Mcdonalds 
must have put people off their shopping / toxic burger 
chomping. All in all the demo was a success, and shows 
that we do not have to wait for the next big demo to raise 
our voices and show resistance. 


Uninvited Guests... 


us be. 

‘Terrorist supporters 
arriving for dinner were 
greeted with ‘shame on 
you’ and other chants, 
which went on for hours. 
An effigy of Bush was 
hung from nearby scaf- 
folding. A commotion at 
the door greeted the ejec- 
tion of a woman. She’d hid 
in a hotel cupboard hours 
earlier, and then came out 
swinging a bucket of 
tomato ketchup, leaving 
‘blood’ everywhere. 

Of course a protest ‘organiser’ turned up and 
told us to join the others round the back. 
Unsurprisingly, he was from the SWP/Respect 


A POSSE FROM Bristol STW & others went to 
London on 18 May, first stop Parliament Square 
to show support for Brian Haw, a 

living protest there for over two years, now 
experiencing police harassment. Next stop 
Downing St where the cops hadn’t a clue what 
to do with the pink and silver protestors singing 
and handing out leaflets promoting true anar- 
chy — not the violent media version the 
power-hungry always present. 

Finally to a Marylebone hotel for Bush 
Senior’s fundraiser for his terrorist son, a mere 
$1000 for dinner with a terrorist? Cops tried to 
move those already at the side of the building 
back to where the Stop War Coalition had nego- 
tiated a place for the protest — the typical sheep 
pen, to keep us safe! We said we had a right to 
protest peacefully, the cops said they’d arrest us if 
we didn’t move. We held our ground and they let 


party. But after resisting the cops attempts to 
move us, we weren't going to go just to listen to 
the usual speeches and paper selling rubbish! 
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Conservation 
international 


Exploitation 
Multinational 


AN ACTION AGAINST Starbucks and corporate green- 
washers, Conservation International took place in Clifton 
on Saturday 8th May. 

The Enemy: Starbucks in Clifton was the target for a 
lively picket (both inside and out). Starbucks stands for 
corporate greed and power. It is a capitalist success story, 
spreading like a virus and making huge profits while keep- 
ing struggling coffee farmers around the world in absolute 
poverty. They also fund and support the fake environmen- 
tal group Conservation International. Con International is 
nothing more than a green-wash front for powerful multi- 
national corporations, such as Gap, General Electric, Esso, 
BP, McDonalds, Walt Disney, Starbucks... the scumbag list 
goes on. They stand for exploitation and plunder, while 
posing as environmentalists. In Chiapas, Mexico they are 
assisting the government's attempts to forcibly remove 
indigenous communities from the Montes Azules bios- 
phere, to break the Zapatista resistance movement and to 
make way for the corporate interests eager to get hold of 
the land and its natural resources. 

The Action: Some 15 people took part in a successful 
day of action against the company and its links with Con 
International, handing out leaflets and holding banners 
reading ‘Coffee for the Rich, Coffins for the Poor’ and 
‘What is the Real Price?’ Another one, complete with sub- 
verted Starbucks logo said it loud and clear -’Starbucks 
Sucks’. Customers were handed leaflets as management 
got hot under the collar. Several people were shown the 
door when they started telling it how it is. Meanwhile out- 
side people got a taste of something different, and a 
glimpse of another way. Free organic, fair trade coffee was 
dished out to surprised and interested shoppers. It was 
offered as an alternative to the over- priced, guilt-ridden 
coffee sold in Starbucks. It was an instant hit! This coffee, 
it was explained came from the autonomous zapatista com- 
munities of Chiapas, Mexico. We stand with the zapatista 
movement against corporate power and state terrorism. 

For up to date info on the situation in Chiapas see 
www.chiapas.indymedia.org 


Blood on the streets - again 


LATE JUNE ® early July saw a sudden upsurge of violent mug- 
gings & street assaults to the north & east of the city centre, 
with at least one tragic murder in Easton, resulting in increased 
numbers of cops on the streets. Some lump all such crimes in 
the ‘black on black’ category, as if that makes it ok, which it isn’t! 
It’s also a crass generalization. Communities need to discuss 
these events, and try to find solutions to them.We print below an 
edited extract of a statement that ‘Kris’, a white guy attacked in 
Sevier St, put on Bristol Indymedia. 


Hello people, | was the person attacked with the 
hammer, | don’t and can’t put all the blame on the kids that 
attacked me. Yes the incident was a little messed up for me, 
| grew up in white suburbia originally and experienced 
much | would consider more hardcore than this incident. 
Ok, so there was a gun pulled on me, Shit, there are guns 
being used in Afganistan and Iraq every minute of the day 
and elsewhere, and against the community of St Pauls by the 
police. So as with all escalation of survival instincts some of 
the youth, black and white, are armed, and willing to defend 
themselves, or get personal gain, whether muggings or dealing 
hard drugs. These incidents may result in physical violence 
or even death, but they are not personal. | don’t blame any- 
body for this incident, | believe its down to social situations 
and social divisions fostered by capitalist competitive society 
that re-enforce such black/white/male/female/poor/ poorer 
division. This incident was by no means racially motivated. 
They did not throw racist abuse at me, | don’t believe they 
were part of a racist organisation, they were just kids, Even 
when ‘racist abuse’ against ‘whiteys’ occurs from youth | 
don’t believe these kids are the real fascists. | have decided 
not to press charges or make a statement, | think that prisons 
are fucked up places to grow up in, just look at all young 
offenders institutes in this country.We live in hard times but 
we don’t have to live in fear, | won’t after this incident and 
| didn’t before. 


For full statement & debate see: 
http://bristol.indymedia.org/newswire/display_any/|!7646 
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EURO-ELECTION 2004: 
BOYCOTTING 


THE BNP 


IN SOUTH WALES 
& THE SOUTH WEST 


IN THE SOUTH West/South Wales Division 
of Royal Mail, hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
of postal workers refused to deliver BNP 
election leaflets. 

In Cardiff and the South Wales valleys, 
the boycott was triggered when a driver, who 
had a Somali partner, refused to transport 
BNP leaflets to the valley Divisional Offices. 
This led to most of the valley DO’s refusing 
to handle them. In Bristol and the South 
West, the action was less spontaneous. An 
unprecedented political campaign, 
launched by the South West Region CWU 
(Communication Workers Union) in early 
February, involved no less than four differ- 
ent anti-BNP mail-shots to every Royal Mail 
Distribution and Delivery Office worker in 
the Bristol Branch, and two mail-shots to 
every CWU member in the South West 
Region! One of these mail-shots contained a 
16-page South West TUC pamphlet 
‘Keeping the Extreme Right out of the 
South West’, a personal letter from Kevin 
Beazer, our regional Secretary, explaining 
members’ rights under the Conscience 
Clause, and a slip for refuse-nicks to give to 
their manager. The reaction in the Bristol 
Branch was fantastic. Whole Delivery offices 
filled out the anti-BNP slip. Managers pan- 
icked. The CWU Bristol campaign was 
headline news. The number refusing was 
obviously going to be ten times that of 1999! 


HQ curbs conscience 


Then CWU HQ stepped in. Although they 
had been kept informed for months of the 
SW Region campaign, at this point, on the 
brink of of a famous victory, they panicked. 
All of a sudden, Kevin Beazer was told that 
he had legally overstepped the mark. Worse, 
our General Secretary’s letter, repudiating 
elements of Kevin’s material was sent to 
Royal Mail, and read out by managers to 
scare all those who had filled in the forms. 
All of a sudden, CWU members were told 
they had to write personal letters of explana- 
tion, which were to be forwarded to Royal 
Mail personnel, and that each CWU member 
would then be told if his/her conscience was 
strong enough!! Not surprisingly, there was 
great confusion, and we ended up with far 
less support for our campaign than would 
have been the case had HQ not panicked. 


I have not written this to 
apportion blame. By the next 
General Election, the CWU 
must have a policy against the 
BNP that works. Leaders say in 
public Unite Against Fascism ral- 
lies, that every CWU BNP- 
refuse-nik will be supported. In prac- 
tice, however CWU HQ doesn’t allow 
branches and regions to effectively adver- 
tise the ‘conscience clause”, and thousands of 
reluctant CWU members are bullied into deliv- 
ering the filth. That is what happened in the 
South West. It is not good enough 


The way forward 


In Bristol we have had fantastic support for 
our campaign from the RMT (Rail Maritime 
and transport) and the FBU (Fire Brigades 
Union); the Bristol Rail Branch RMT even 
sent an emergency motion to its AGM, call- 
ing for a campaign to force Royal Mail, in the 
light of its equality and diversity principles, 
to refuse to accept BNP or other fascist mate- 
rial. I believe we should follow suit. To start 
with, how about a special report, which 
details the experiences of different branches 
and regions, how BNP material is handled, or 
not, by Royal Mail, by agency staff and by 
CWU members. Such a detailed report could 
then provide the basis for a much more con 


Exeter: 


Bus strikers 
hold up 
Stagecoach 


sis- 
tent policy. 


Some may say that we do not wish to give 
money over to the BNP in legal cases. But in 
Bristol our campaign was hindered by CWU 
HQ without any legal threat being received 
from the BNP! I am aware that Royal Mail 
may now wish to cease the Conscience 
Clause altogether; but that has dangers for 
them; the risk of wholesale suspensions and 
industrial action. I say, better a national cam- 
paign to force Royal Mail to rid itself of any 
obligation to the BNP, than a pathetically 
weak Conscience Clause that we are not 
even allowed to advertise effectively!! 

Dave Chapple, Bristol and District Amal. Branch, 
Communication Workers’ Union 


IN BRISTLE 15 we ran out of space for Alex Gordon's article on a bus workers strike in the South West, 


and in Bristle 16 it went missing too. Our apologies! 


In August 2003, 700 RMT union members at South Devon Buses struck for better pay, as they were only 
paid £5.93 ph for a 41-hour week, nearly 20% below the industry average! They rejected the boss's 3% offer, 
as after a £1.76 million net profit last year he had just received a 72% pay rise, earning a whopping £800,000. 
The company tried to break the strike by intimidating workers and bringing in scabs from other areas, but they 
found pickets of over 100 strikers waiting for them. Marches, mass rallies and solidarity support followed. 

After nine days of strike action management offered workers an 8% increase instead of the 10% 
demanded, but this was accepted.As Alex said ‘this dispute shatters the quiet collusion in exploitation of 
low paid workers in the South West, where local businesses rely on tourists attracted by an image of care- 
free summer holidays. The truth is that workers in these areas are sick of exploitation by the likes of boss 
Brian Souter and are prepared to do something about it if their unions are prepared to back a fight against 


low pay’. 


EARLY 6 ino 2: 

June, in response 

to the so-called ‘han- 

ORN Q NG dover of power’ to Iraq 

at the start of the week, 

about 20 protesters 

answered the early 

ok Cc KET morning alarm call for an 

anti-occupation action. 

The US __ imposed, 

unelected government in Iraq will have no real power. Occupying forces 

and mercenaries will remain, immune from prosecution, for many years, 

ensuring that the US retains control of Iraq's oil reserves. Under these 
conditions talk of handing back authority is a sick joke. 

Iraq will really be run from the US Embassy in Baghdad, the largest in 
the world. The US ambassador John Negroponte sounds like the man for 
the job, previously known for his involvement in the organisation of CIA 
death squads in Central America in the 1980s. No surprise then that the 
new Iraqi Prime Minister lyad Allawi, a former employee of the CIA, has 
already introduced repressive new legislation. This will allow the imposi- 
tion of martial law, curfews, a ban on demos, the restriction of movement, 
phone-tapping, and so on.All this |7 months after Bush & Blair invaded 
to bring ‘democracy’ to Iraq. And they wonder why we don’t believe 
them and continue to protest? 

On 30 June, despite small numbers, protesters made their presence 
felt for over three hours, first at the MOD complex and then moving 
down the road to neighbouring scumbags British Aerospace. MOD 
employees arriving at work, via the roundabout on the A4174, were met 
by banners with slogans including 'Welcome to the Ministry of Death’, 
‘Fight War not Wars' and 'No puppets in Iraq, End the occupation now’. 
Security was heavy at all entrances to the MOD, with plenty of cops on 
standby in the area. After half an hour protesters, some wearing skull 
masks, some on bikes, moved into the road and circled the roundabout. 
Despite some heavy handling from cops who pulled some people off 
bikes, and dragged others off the road, traffic was blocked for about 
es? minutes. 

ith numbers of cops almost matching that of protesters, it was 
time to move off in the direction of British Aerospace. It's known the 
BAe site has a work area; Site 20, off limits to normal staff, that deals 
with military work.A project to build two aircraft carriers, at a cost of 
£3 billion, is also based at BAe. Protesters headed for gate 20 on Golf 
Club Lane, with one temporarily gaining access, before this and all 
other gates in the vicinity were closed, and security alert 'black' posted. 
Interestingly, the first car in the queue outside gate 20 carried two 
suited cops who asked the officers to get them in quick,‘cos they were 
carrying a lot of money! Police kindly closed the road, thus assisting a 
successful blockade that disrupted the business of death from 9.30 to 


| by @ Clusters 


Protesting against the occupation of 
Iraq outside Bristol MOD 


1 1.15am. Three squad cars diverted traffic on the main road and even- 
tually cleared the pile up of traffic in the lane after an hour. 

Bizarrely, during this time, despite the presence of 10 cops and many 
BAe security, no attempt was made to remove protesters. Eventually 
an inspector arrived with |0 ‘heavy squad’, and gave them two minutes 
to get off the road. By this time the feeling was ‘job done’, so protest- 
ers declined the opportunity to get better acquainted with our boys in 
black, and chipped off for a bit of breakfast. The dealers in death at the 
MOD and BAe can rest assured: they'll be back. 

The sham of sovereignty in Iraq will continue to be exposed, as will 
the corruption, greed and hypocrisy of the US/UK coalition, and war- 
mongers like the MOD and BAe, who have profited from a war that 
has so far cost over 80 billion dollars, and many thousands of lives. 


MOD Cons 


j30 - Dissent in Bristol 


HITS THE ROA 


Bu daily evening independent peace 
vigil, opposite the Hippodrome in the 
city centre, was the focus for an after work 
protest on 30 June against the continuing 
occupation of Iraq, called by Bristol Stop The 
War. Up to 150 protesters turned up to wave 
banners and placards, hand out leaflets, and 
shout slogans, and received much support 
from passersby, and hoots of support from 
passing drivers (oh, the irony!). Also present 
were the usual lefty paper sellers, never ones 
to miss Out on a sale opportunity, as opposed 
to actually taking any significant action. 

As is common for BSTW city centre 
protests, it was no surprise when 50 or more 


BRISTOL’s PEACE VIGIL 


protesters took off up the road for a 


against war & puppet regimes 


quick protest outside the TA build- 
ings in Whiteladies Road. BSTW 
commonly asserts its right to peaceful 
protest, and the cops present were 
advised of their intention, as in the past. 
However the chief cop present was new 


to such rights, and tried to prevent pro- 


testers from marching in the road. This 
was roundly resisted by protesters, 


SOLDIERS WANTED 


SOLDIERS WANTED 


backed up by legal observers and the pres- 
ence of cameras, and the cops backed off. 
Such a protest may seem tame to some of 
our more militant readers, but it should not 
be dismissed. It gives a very public profile to 
the anti-war and anti-occupation message, 
and allows the participation of those who may 
not (for whatever reason) be up for more 
militant direct action. It is also part of the 
learning process, as protesters see for them- 
selves that even peaceful protest is becoming 
difficult in the face of the war on terror, and 


SOLDIERS WANTED 


Ry sey oes Wave isk ME eqns SD Mecdoat Reding wot tanaagtestecces 


Blair & Blunkett’s attack on our diminishing 
civil liberties, and can draw their own conclu- 
sions. Or indeed turn the fountains red, as 
one protester did. 


WHOSE VANDALISM? 
THEIR VANDALISM! 


Ppesers unknown took 
responsibility on Bristol 
Indymedia (see <http://bristol. 
indymedia.org/newswire/dis 
play/17694/index.php>) for an 
action aimed at exposing the 
military's attempts to get youth 
on their side, when they visited 
the Sea Cadets HQ in 
Hotwells. Boats were set adrift, 
vehicles damaged, and anti-war 
messages left, leaving it ‘a little 
less ship-shape and Bristol fash- 
ion’. 

This action was immediately 
condemned by the Evening 
Post, and various liberal apolo- 
gists for the war, as acts of 
‘anti-war vandalism’. 


Unsurprisingly, other actions on 
the day were more or less 
ignored by the media, as clearly 
they don’t want us to get the 
wrong message. But if the sea 
cadets property suffered —_van- 
dalism, how exactly would the 
media describe what US/UK 
forces have done to’ the towns, 
cities, villages, and people of Iraq, 
Afghanistan (this list could go on)? 
Perhaps it falls into the category 
of ‘bringing democracy’ to those 
people? And those who don't like 
it, perhaps when their homes are 
bombed and families murdered, 
are just being ungrateful, and 
deserve to be ignored? 

Our military may be killers, but 


they aren't completely stupid. It’s 
good PR on their part to be seen 
to provide opportunities for local 
youth, do a bit of community 
involvement, get themselves a 
good name.And while they're at it, 
maybe convince a few youth 
that a career in the military might 
be a good idea, without mention- 
ing of course the words ‘war’ or 
‘body bag’. They are always at it in 
Bristol these days, with stalls in the 
city centre and at jobs fairs, the 
unemployed as potential cannon 
fodder, at a time when the UK’s 
forces are overstretched, surely 
not? But they've found anti-war 
and anti-militarist protesters are 
always at it too, confronting their 
Stalls, visiting their bases, spreading 
our message, by any means neces- 
sary. But we don’t bomb kids. 


Wednesday 9th June, Bristol activists had the privilege 
of sharing experiences with Israeli anarchists in their new 


territory goes 
deep within the green line that marks this out. Uri Ayalon 
was in Bristol invited by the Bristol ISM (www.isem-bristol.org.uk). 
a first hand account of 


i 


issues the struggles of the Refuseniks ( bristle 14) 
and Bristol ISM (bristle 15). However for us the most 


Uri was shocked and inspired by Rachel Corrie’s death. He 
joined an ISM training in Bethlehem, and was able to go for a 
short while to Nablus in the heart of danger in the West Bank. 
He also got involved in the protest camp against the wall set 
up in Mas’ha — a new and inspiring form of protest 
involving Israelis, Palestinians and Internationals (ISM 
and women from the International Women’s Peace } 
Service). As well as the Mas’ha one, AAW is also | 
involved in a new camp protest in Dir-Balut, in grounds * 
near the wall confiscated to the building of a 
Palestinian school. 

Among the many kinds of repression 
used against Palestinians, the Wall is the 
newest one (not so the division — the — 
Gaza Strip is totally surrounded, 
Palestinians are enclosed in Bantustans , 
ghettos, lack passports, vote, etc) and 
one of the most terrible ones because 
of its size and the level of division and. 
exclusion which it creates. The wall has 
been challenged because it is an obstacle 
for Palestinians (Israelis maintain free 
access to everywhere except area ‘A’, 
small areas supposedly under the control o 
the Palestinians, but really still controlled b 
the IOF — Israeli Occupation Force). The wall is also a further 
plunder of their fertile farmlands as many of the seized lands are 
inside the Palestinian side of the Green Line. The wall has been 
called part of the matrix of control of the Israelis over the 
Palestinians - an open-air prison. If the reason for this wall is — as 
the Israeli authorities say — to prevent suicide bombers entering 
Israel, this wall increases this risk as people are driven to des- 
peration and total frustration. The wall adds more exclusion, 
deprivation and oppression to Palestinians and this provokes 
reactions. 

The wall makes the people on the other side (Palestinians) 
even more vulnerable. There are roadblocks and gates which are 
their only access . Some towns and villages and even houses are 
entirely surrounded by the wall. The army guards these and 
human right abuses happen here all the time. This is where AAW 
(Anarchists Against the Wall ) have taken their struggle, with 
direct action and joint demonstrations with Palestinian farmers 
and villagers, and internationals.After an AWW activist was shot 


society, at the same time 


as fighting together with Palestinians. 


MASH THAT 
APARTHEID WALL! 


By Martin Mantxo and Nancy Rolleson 


ISRAELI 
ANARCHIST 
VISITS 
BRISTOL 


in the knees by the Israeli army, they declared that ‘they experi- 
enced on their own flesh the life reality of their Palestinian 
brothers and sisters’. AAW’s action aimed to open a symbolic 
access trough the fence and barbed wire dividing both areas 
in Mas’ha. The injured protester still experiences diffi- 
culty walking. 

At another protest an Israeli protester was shot 
between the eyes with a rubber bullet — narrowly 
missing serious injury. If these protests continue, it 
seems that it may only be a matter of time until 
there is an Israeli shaheed or martyr (as Rachel 
Corrie and Tom Hurndall have become shaheeds). 
The conscripts in the Israeli Army have been dehu- 
manised — they have to be to do what they do 
everyday to the Palestinians — killing, human 
rights abuses, humiliation and repression. 
Now they are turning on their own people. 
Palestinians experience this repression on 
ily basis. As AVVW states ‘the killing, 
blockade, the strangulation, the 
vasion and the annexation must 


Their action managed to open 
| access and show the world 
t the Israeli army are capable 
of shooting their own people, 
efenceless people , people who 
sren’t. threatening violence. And it 
jat some Israelis (anarchists, pacifists, etc) are really up 
for:to defy the army’s bullets against that apartheid system.AAW 
are not giving up, they feel they have even more reasons to con- 
tinue now, in spite of the danger. 

Even more inspiring it’s to see these anarchists using direct 
action in such hostile conditions . They are not the first ones to 
act against the wall but they are the first ones to use direct 
action.After watching the video showed by Uri, you realise how 
biased is the information which we get here .Though the major- 
ity of the Israeli population supports Ariel Sharon’s repressive 
policies, thousands of Israelis oppose it too. AAW are just a few 
taking things a bit further. They develop their politics pretty much 
like many of us, creating alternative spaces, collective experi- 
ences, alternative information, challenging homophobia and 
sexism and even being vegan and supporting animal liberation 


(www.onestruggle.org). : . 

Anarchist Against Walls also organise demonstrations, some * 
— like the camps - also with other organisations and always Palestine: 
together with Palestinians and internationalsand. 


AAW needs financial support— they need help 

Ffi:www.palsolidarity.org with legal funds. 

The video of AAW on the Mas’ha action was 

shown at Kebele on: 19 August 

Kebele also has available some wicked AAW 
patches. Support AAW work! 


www.vegananarchist.com 


International Action Camp Against the 
Pas | Apartheid Wall from August 20. 
~ | PAY av ‘| Conference: 14-16 August 2004, Ramallah 
meri oo E : organised by Sanao’d (the Palestinian 
Ue Coordination for the Right of 
Return), ISM (the 

International Solidarity 

Movement) and the Palestinian 

National Committee Against 

the Wall 


Pheasant Shooting around Bristol 


At least 10 million pheasants are shot every year 
all over the UK. Bristol is no exception with pheas- 
ant pens in Gloucs, South Gloucs, Somerset and 
. Wiltshire. Pheasants destined for the shooting 
estates are usually bred intensively in barns then 
transferred to pens as they get older. 

Game keepers who look after the estates will kill 
any wildlife which they consider a threat to the 
profitability of the estate from foxes to birds of 
prey. Every year in Britain around 5 million wild 
animals are killed with traps, snares, guns and poi- 
sons. ‘Then of course there are the animals which 
die due to the lead scattered over the countryside. 

Leg hold traps, releasing snare traps, squirrel, 
fox and larson traps are still legal in this country. 


Latest HLS scum 


The main local supplier to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences at the moment is BOC gasses, Whitby Rd, 
St Phillips BS4. They provide the gas which is used 
to administer many of the poisons to the animals, 
they also provide gas to kill any small animals 
which survive the experiments. There are regular 
mid week demos there despite their injunction. If 
you can help please get in touch. 


(see back for BARN address) 
bristolar@webtribe.net 


Something frightening came through the post just 
recently (no, it wasn’t my wage slip). It was a BNP hate 
leaflet with a picture of a Muslim youth burning the British 
flag. Sprawled in large bold letters it read, “Terrorist time 
bomb! Housing crisis! Make Britain safe, stop immigra- 
tion!’ I’m glad I found it, as my neighbour above is 
Jamaican. Imagine how you would feel to receive such 
heart-warming mail? 

I thought for a while, what creates such racial hate? 
Looking at the situation here in Bath, 52% of nurses at the 
Royal United Hospital are recruited from abroad, the best 
are creamed from poorer countries like India and the 
Philippines. According to one nurse who spoke to bristle, 
profiteering agencies rake in a whopping £1000 per person, 
for simply finding them work! Another example, Bath’s 
local bus company ‘First’, has recently recruited Polish 
workers to drive their fleet of buses. Could it be they’re 
taking our jobs? The reality is that when workers demand 
higher wages and better conditions within public sector 
services, governments and employers simply recruit 
cheaper labour from abroad. This neatly undermines any 


DON’T VOTE =MAKE TROUBLE 


attempt by local workers to improve pay and working conditions. 

This leaves ‘Us British’, to quote the BNP, out of jobs 
with an increased strain on public services and a greater 
demand for housing. The BNP targets immigrants as the 
problem, turning middle and working-class whites against 
others of foreign origin. But the real problem is Capitalism, 
a global system that requires the participation of both the 
exploiters and the exploited. Workers are expendable. The 
trafficking of human resources will increase ten fold with 
the opening up of the E.U. Governments and bosses are 
very aware of the racial tensions they create, but are very 
happy that morons like the BNP exist. It takes the spot- 
light off them, from exposing them for what they really are. 

Though a tall order, it's clear that the abolition of politi- 
cians and bosses is necessary to resolve the problem, with 
the aim of building an integrated society built on co-oper- 
ation and mutual aid. It’s hard imagining it happening, but 
if nothing we should strive to make life as difficult as pos- 
sible for all political parties alike as they operate for the 
benefit of a few, and not the people they pretend to serve. 


By Church 


We don’t 
forget? 


Kebele Facelift? 


THE KEBELE KULTURE PROJEKT in Easton, 
Bristol’s only independent radical social centre, 
and housing co-op to boot, underwent major 
repairs over the summer. As a result, it’s Sunday 
evening vegan café & social gathering is closed 
until further notice, although the bike work- 
shop and other activities have continued. 

Kebele has existed for nine years, initially as 
a squat, but the building has been there since 
1895, and it was showing. As a result the collective have focused on getting repairs 
done before it was too late (and too cold), including roof works, rendering, new 
windows and ceilings, redecoration, and general tidying. In the true anarchist spirit 
of co-operation, over a dozen volunteers collectively completed the works, working 
for days and from sun to sun. Really inspiring! 

Maintenance to the building remains an ongoing activity for the collective, who 
always welcome the involvement of new people with time on their hands and/or a 
passion for change. In addition to the café and bike workshop, Kebele offers an 
extensive radical library, video showings, info stall and anarchist publications, free 
internet access, and meeting space. Use it, make it grow , get involved. 


Ffi: 0117 939 9469 (and see contacts page) 


gig 
Country Joe Band (supported by Peter Quinn) man 
4th June 2004, Bath Fringe Festival called 
Chicken? 
Even more unlikely was the inclusion of the Country Joe Band in this 
summer’s Bath Fringe Festival programme.And this was a nearly com- 
plete line-up of the anti-war band of Woodstock fame. In the 
temporary Pleasuredome marquee set up on the Recreation Ground 
were Country Joe McDonald, David Cohen, Bruce Barthol and Gary 
‘Chicken’ Hirsch. Together they turned that small stage into a bridge 
that reached all the way from Vietnam to Baghdad..A little bit of rock 
trivia for anyone that cares is that one of the first performances by 
Country Joe as a solo artist after the band’s break-up was at The Bath Festival Of Blues And Progressive Music (which actu- 
ally took place at Shepton Mallet) in June 1970. 

While everyone would have been devastated if Country Joe had tried to slip out without leading the FISH Cheer 
(‘Gimme an FU.C.K-), the real treat was to hear the musicianship in recreating labyrinthine wonders like psychedelic 
reliques ‘Section 43’, ‘Happiness is a Porpoise Mouth’ and ‘Martha Lorraine’.Also on offer were more environmentally con- 
cerned songs of the 1980s (worthy but not classics) and topical protest folk such as ‘Cakewalk to Baghdad’.A spell in the 
armed forces until 1965 was the prelude to nearly forty years of anti-militarism. This seems to have left Country Joe with 
two principal virtues: a compassion for war veterans, not always a top priority in the anti-war movement, and an ability to 
play the trombone. So after leading the audience in some timely eFfyoUCeeKaying’, the familiar lines of ‘I’m Fixin’ Like I’m 
Gonna Die Rag’ were punctuated with an unexpected trombone accompaniment. Country Joe mocks members of the audi- 
ence who match his age: ‘Ah, why dredge up things none of us can remember!?’ This does not stop him from recalling 
incidents from the past such as his friendship with Janis Joplin in Haight Ashbury, and the background to the ‘lewd, lascivi- 
ous and wanton cheer’ for which he was legally indicted during the 1960s. Today he remains an angry enemy of the 
neo-Conservative American state without being self-righteous. Somehow Country Joe has stayed committed while so many 
of the hippy generation slipped into new age self indulgence and supernaturalism, mammon or simply an early grave. 

The ready substitution of the names of Bush, Blair and Condoleezza Rice for Lyndon Baines Johnson and Richard Nixon 
in Country Joe’s songs reminds us that it is not so much temporary figureheads but the imperialist worldview that must 
be confronted. So far resistance to the attack on Iraq has inspired few prominent musical responses to match the overtly 
political songs of Country Joe, Gil Scott-Heron or MCS that helped to shift a society against an imperialist war in South- 
East Asia.‘So come on all you big strong’ songwriters... 


gig 
Attila the Stockbroker and David Rovics The words 'the dogs' comes to mind! A night 


10th June 2004, Inventions Arts Centre, Bath of Attila and David Rovics, a combination of 
death-metal mandolin, poetry and songs to 


remind us 'We are everywhere’. Attila has come a long way from a ' Bang and a Wimpy: Twenty-five 
years on he's still pumping out some cracking poems. While others create a slit-your-wrists picture 
of the world, this guy has you belly laughing. Mixing politics and humour is bloody hard work - try 
writing for Bristle! I've used its staples to self-harm. Rovics opened up with ' Shut them down' a song 
from his album ‘Behind the Barricades' which he wrote to sing at the IMF/World Bank protest in 
Prague 2000. He sang about the links we have with the Zapatistas, the farmers and the indigenous 
peoples, in our joint struggle, for the international defeat of the corporate giants. It was definitely a 
fine night, a well-needed jab for a movement blacked out by the corporate press,a movement still in 
its birth throws. Try keeping us apart! 


talk 


SchNews @ 10 in Bath Bath was included in the SchNews tour of 21 towns, cities 
CW alt PAUCL MMMM slo MMO -MMeline(mmy and protest camps. There were schLIVE news readings and 
films, and a rundown on what SchNews are about. There was 
plenty of room for discussion, and equal room for the veg curry afterwards, hmmm lovely. The turn 
out was moderate and could have been better - come on Bath! Hats off to the Brighton collective 
SchNews for all their hard work from the Bristle crew. For those of you who don't know, SchNews 
is a free weekly newssheet offering an alternative to mainstream media and can be downloaded and 
printed in 'PDF' format at www.Schnews.org.uk 


Photo: S.C. 


crash their party. 


www.dissent.org-uk 


counterpublicity 


bout once a day, some kind person asks me by 

way of small talk, “How’s your court case?” To 

me, by now, it’s a bit like being asked,“How’s your 
rheumatism?” The answer in either case would be similar — 
“Everything much the same, thank you — tiresome, rather 
painful, and no great evidence of progress.” 

The Fairford 5,as we’re been dubbed in the media — Paul 
and Margaret, Phil and Toby, and Josh — are STILL awaiting 
trial for having (a) tried to damage B-52 bombers, and (b) 
quite severely damaged B-52 support trucks at Fairford, in 
the run-up to last year’s war on Iraq. 

We take some responsibility for this.After the week long 
preparatory hearing at Bristol Crown Court in late April, 
Mr. Justice Grigson ruled we could use in our defence the 
argument that we tried to stop war crimes being committed 
in the course of the war. He also agreed the jury could be 
allowed to decide if we sincerely believed it was ‘necessary’ 
to take action to prevent war crimes. Such crimes could 
include use of depleted uranium, cluster bombs, etc. What 
he would NOT allow us to do was to argue that attacking 
another nation without excuse was in itself a war crime. 

We all feel, rightly or wrongly, that it is important to 
establish that the war in itself was a crime — never mind 
whether or not crimes were committed 
in the way it was fought. Our lawyers 
have therefore appealed, arguing that we 
‘sincerely believed’ the war to be illegal. 
(Not one of them is convinced that a 
British court will allow us to argue that 
the war WAS illegal — full stop. Pity.) 

The Court of Appeal judgement, not 
surprisingly, went against us, so it’s on to 
the House of Lords — and then we'll get 
our jury trial...eventually. Our legal team, 
meanwhile, rolls on like a snowball, gath- 
ering lawyers by the month. Barristers, 
Queen’s Councillors, the lot. Heaven 
knows what this is costing taxpayers, as 
most of us are on full legal aid (Oh 


As the Fairford 5 progress through the 
courts towards the House of Lords, purely on 
the question of what exactly they can use as 
a defence, and New Labour makes a blatant 
political intervention in the legal process, 
bristle asks Margaret Jones for her person- 
al view on the progress of the case, which 
may last 5 years or more. 


W* ERS, Bi''S 
WAR CRImES 


dear!) Never mind, they can afford to send yet more troops 
to lraq. In comparison to the military bill, our lawyers’ fees 
amount to pennies. However, Paul and | are still raising 
money for our witnesses’ expenses, as we will have to cover 
these ourselves. (See below.) 

At some point — whether we win or lose before the trial 
jury — Paul Milling and | will get a bill from the US military 
for the £90,000 we're supposed to have cost the U.S. tax- 
payer. This includes labour costs — it took them days to 


- check all the trucks, as we wouldn’t tell them which ones 


we'd tampered with; plus the cost of draining all the fuel 
tanks, and disposing of their contents in the US “for envi- 
ronmental reasons.” Which | take to mean they weren’t 
allowed to dump their muck in Gloucestershire, and had to 
fly it home. 

We're not too worried about this, as we shan’t pay it. 
More worried, really, about the $billions the US military still 
has in the kitty — to inflict more terror and misery on the 
world, 

Donations for witness expenses may be sent to:The Trial 
Fighting Fund, Box |, Greenleaf Books, 

82 Colston Street, Bristol BS! 5BB. (Cheques should be 
made out to The Trial Fighting Fund.) 


For campaign info see: 
http://www-fairfordpeacewatch.com/ and 
Bristol Indymedia 


"y Photos: 
bristle 


Daily Mail and 
General Trust PLC 
(DMGT) 


A pretty massive media empire 
whose most famous brand is the 
Daily Mail, a vanguard of right- 
wing values. The company, while a 
publicly listed venture, is largely 
controlled by the Rothermere 
Family who reportedly have a 60% 
stake in the PLC. DMGT owns a 
swathe of other regional papers 
such as Cornish Guardian, West 
Wiltshire Advertiser and the 
Gloucestershire Citizen — all 
together making it is one of the 
biggest regional newspaper pub- 
lishers in the UK. This gives rise to 
such ludicrous situations such as 
the Regional Press Awards 2000 
South-West Group, where the 
winner (Western Morning News) 
and all the highly commended 
titles (Evening Post, Bristol and 
Western Daily Press) are all owned 
by the same company. 


A mark of DMGT’s quality or 
near-monopoly? DMGT also have 
large holdings in other media 
forms: they own a significant stake 
in the radio company GWR Group. 
They also have a stake in TV com- 
panies such as ITN and 
Westcountry TV (as does another 
Bristol media player, Carlton, see 
later). DMGT is arguably the com- 
pany with its fingers in the most 
media pies in Bristol; a situation 
further confirmed by the launch of 
another local paper — Metro. 
DMGT nationally is planning to 


bristol’s media 


landscape 


further tighten its right-wing grip 
on the nation’s consciousness as it 
manoeuvres to purchase the Daily 
Telegraph. 


GWR Group 


This is the major radio player in 
Bristol with part ownership of the 
three main commercial stations to 
be heard in the city, GWR FM 
Bristol, Galaxy and Vibe FM. 

GWR Group also owns national 
stations (such as Classic FM) and 
has branched beyond the UK with 
radio interests across Europe and 
in South Africa. It shares the own- 
ership of some of these assets with 
Scottish Radio Holdings PLC and 
about a 30% stake is owned by 
DMGT (above). 


Cariton 
Communications pic 


Carlton is another media-behe- 
moth with interests in television 
broadcasting and advertising sales, 
content production/distribution 
and cinema advertising. It is linked 
to DMGT via a shared interest in 
TV companies ITN and 
Westcountry T'V. Carlton are in 
talks with the other media-giant, 
Granada, to merge, which would 
result in control of all but four of 
the ‘T’V regions in the UK. Being a 
PLC, Carlton is subject to the 
pressure of its shareholders, and in 
this case one of the biggest is US 
investment firm Fidelity. This firm 
was responsible for putting consid- 
erable pressure against the anti-war 
stance of the UK national (cont'd...) 
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UK Kiedis Bite 


paper The Daily Mirror — pressure 
that finally resulted in the sacking 
of its anti-war editor, Piers Morgan. 
Fidelity has strong links with the 
Bush administration: the Boston 
based company has hosted events 
for Bush’s Treasury and Commerce 
secretaries and last year urged its 
clients to support Bush’s dividend 
tax cuts. 


BBC 


The BBC is another major player. 
Arguably a balance to the corporate 
interests of companies such as 
Carlton and DMGT - which is 
why the right-wing press are so vit- 
riolic and relentless in their attacks 
on the institution — as they have a 
direct commercial interest in the 
removal of competition and (even 
better for them) the prospect of the 
considerable assets of the BBC 
coming on to the open market 
where they can be gobbled up by 
greedy global media corporations. 
However, just because the BBC is 
under attack from the right, does 
not make it a bastion of freedom. 
Political analyst and human rights 
activist Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed 


Rostholiffe Rewspapers 
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remarked: “The board of governors 
on the BBC tends to be drawn from the 
ranks of the ‘great and good’ and to 
mirror the predominance of the upper 
middle classes in the ranks of political 
life in elected and non-elected positions 
of power.” While in a study titled 
‘More Bad News’ by Glasgow 
University Media Group, the 
researchers concluded that T'V 
news reporting (including that of 
the BBC) “...consistently maintains 
and supports a cultural framework 
within which viewpoints favourable to 
the status quo are given preferred and 
privileged readings.” 


Media Elite 


What often connects all of these 
institutions is ‘membership’ of a 
media élite. The same names and 
faces will crop up in various corpo- 
rate/government positions over and 
over — thus ensuring that the view- 
point of power is represented by 
the media at large and so contains 
broadly similar themes; an adher- 
ence to property and capitalism. 
Noam Chomsky called this manu- 
facturing consent; “There is a 
corresponding rough distinction 


between elite and mass media, the 


Sormer aiming to be instructive, though 
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in ways that reflect dominant interests; 
the latter primarily to shape attitudes 
and behefs, and to diert...the public.” 
You can see this both in the class 
roots of the various players and in 
the roles they move between. For 
example, Times business journalist 
Richard Miles resigns from the 
Murdoch owned paper to become 
head of communications at 
Fidelity. Fidelity’s senior invest- 
ment director in the UK was 
educated at Cambridge. Of the 
eighty-five governors who have 
served in the first fifty years of the 
BBC’s history just under half were 
educated at Oxford or Cambridge, 
while twenty were products of 
Eton, Harrow or Winchester. 
Coincidently Eaton is where the 
late Lord Rothermere, owner of 
the Daily Mail was educated. “/ 
should like to express the appreciation 
of countless Germans, who regard me 
as their spokesman, for the wise and 
beneficial public support which you 
have given to a policy that we all hope 
will contribute to the enduring pacifica- 
tion of Europe.” writes Adolf Hitler 
in a letter to Lord Rothermere, 
dated 7th December, 1933. So 
much for speaking truth to power. 


landscape 


The Future 


The major player waiting in the 
wings is Clear Channel. They have 
already purchased billboard 
company Adshel and so have a 
presence of the streets of Bristol, 


and with recent changes to media 


ownership laws are poised to 


muscle in. Rather than posing a 
balance to the massive right-wing 
agenda of DMGT, they are also a 
right-wing media group intent on 
spreading a pro-corporate message. 
Some of their methods make the 
activities of the Evening Post look 
positively tame. In the US they 
own 1,225 radio stations, 37 televi- 
sion stations and 776,000 
billboards. ‘They are a major player 
in the music business where their 
stations can promote a band and 
their ticket agencies can sell you 
tickets to see them play — in 
venues they control. But there’s 
nothing new about a media 


empire? Well remember the Bond 


film “Tomorrow Never Dies’ where 


media mogul Elliot Carver decides 
the best way to get ratings is to 
make the news rather than simply 
report it? ‘The department of life- 
imitates-art can report that Clear 
Channel as doing a similar thing. 
In the US, the corporation had 
been using its radio stations to pro- 
mote pro-war rallies by a group 
called ‘Rally for America(tm)’. 


Notice the trade mark? This so- 


called protest group are owned by 


Clear Channel. Yup, Clear Channel 


was making the news, and then 
reporting it! Why? Well it’s pretty 
clear as the corporation is about as 
big as it can get in the US without 
changes to the rules — so who 
makes the decision on the rules? 
Secretary of State Colin Powell's 
son, Michael Powell, who’s the 
head of the Federal 


Communications Commission. 
Strategy for Winning 


However it is not all doom and 
gloom — reading this article shows 
that alternatives do exist! Bristle 
mag has been going for some time 
and its circulation and quality 
(IMHO) goes up and up with each 
issue. Bristol Indymedia is also on 
an upward climb of visitors to the 
website and has had much success 
with its regular films nights at the 
Cube. The Bristolian is back and 
busy annoying Bristol’s media and 
business élite. But such projects 
can only exist with your support — 
these alternatives are economically 


fragile in comparison to the corpo- 


rate behemoths that they oppose. If 


you value democracy and freedom 


of speech then support for alterna- 
tive media must become a central 
plank of your thinking: if you don’t 
subscribe to alternative media, then 
why not? It’s pretty cheap and the 
value cannot be underestimated. 
(See the inside front cover of this 
issue to act on this now). Even 


better — get involved! Do so today! 


The dismantling of the line 
between journalist and reader is 
central to democratising the media. 
Both Bristol Indymedia and Bristle 
welcome people to join the collec- 
tives - whatever skills you have or 
wish to learn — such projects can 
help. As Subcommandante Marcos, 
spokesperson of the Zapatistas, 
noted: “The giant communication 
medha: the great monsters of the televi- 
sion industry, the communication 
satellites, magazines, and newspapers 
seem determined to present a virtual 


world, created in the image of what the 


globalization process requires.” Let’s 


not let Bristol be an image of what 
the corporate media wants — lets 
make it what we want. Spread the 


word. 


<http://anarchist606. blogspot.com> 
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why we still need... 


ristlers have welcomed and 

actively participated in suc- 

cessful online activist sites 
such as Bristol Indymedia and 
Enrager.net, but it has become clear 
that the function of bristle has 
changed and the magazine has had 
to adapt, publishing longer in-depth 
overview and comment articles. It is 
unlikely that we'll ever get our 
grasping hands on the bundles of 
cash and dozens of volunteers we'd 
need to become a daily, so we can’t 
report same day news or maintain a 
worthwhile calendar listing. That 
isn’t so important now that Bristol 
Indymedia gets approx 600 hits a 
day. 


At one time independent print 
media, bought in radical bookshops, 
health shops or at demos and festi- 
vals was the only source of 
alternative radical news available. 
Now truthseekers with an appetite 
for stories excluded by the main- 
stream press can read & write 
up-to-the minute alternative view- 
points through indymedia and 
e-groups. Unlike the 1980s it is not 
necessary to wait for the anarchos 
down the road to produce a six- 
monthly fanzine on a Gestetner 
Duplicator. The people that pro- 
duced them, purple-thumbed and 
high as kites from the solvent inks, 
often sold them directly for dona- 
tions. Such DIY fanzines were a part 
of the passion of which punk was 
made and often the source of amaz- 
ing creativity. 


The appearance of the world wide 
web has allowed different kinds of 
news to be spun. It would have been 


? 
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easy to say ‘well we're yesterday's 
news’ and leave it at that. But this 
would have been wrong strategically. 
Politically these are dismal times, but 
also times of change, and voices of 
dissent and resistance through a 
diversity of media are more impor- 
tant than ever.| hope bristle 
maintains the old-fashioned qualities 
of education, agitation and err, 


.. Organisation. 


As far as we know bristle is the 
chunkiest regular, independent, 
regional anarchist magazine in 
Britain. It attempts a balance 
between local grassroots activism 
and global/international awareness. It 
doesn’t come out as regularly as we 
would like it to, but it has survived 
and thrived for seven years. bris- 
tle has outlived many similar 
publications, and has a readership 
and respect from people who take 
the time to read and to contribute 
to it. It is one piece in the strong 
radical counterculture that, for 
example, made the anti-war demos 
in Bristol last year among the largest 
outside London. It is no coincidence 
that Bristol and the Southwest are 


both one of the main hubs of 
Indymedia, and the home of bris- 
tle. In mutually supportive events 
such as the community media day, 
the bristle Collective co-oper- 
ates with comrades in Bristol 
Indymedia. There has also been co- 
operation with the recent Schnews 
tour and Dialect Radio.A healthy 
local independent media springs out 
of a lively spirit of resistance... and 
helps to keep it bristling. 


Here are several reasons why | think 
a print magazine like bristle is 
still worthwhile: 


@ The printed page is not dead 
and is unlikely die.After the pop- 
ularity of Harry Potter and Lyra 
even people under twenty have 
started to read again. 


@ Unlike virtual news sites 
Bristle can be read in the 
work canteen, on the beach, in 
the bath (without getting elec- 
trocuted), on the toilet or on 
the bus. 


@ People read hard copy in a dif- 
ferent way from online texts and 
cognitive differences exist in the 
way that they understand what 
they read. 


e bristle can provide longer, 
more in-depth articles, to be 
read and considered at people’s 
leisure. 


@ Print magazines can have a tangi- 
ble presence in local 
communities in a way that online 
journals don’t. They can be sold 
in shops and venues and street 
sold at events. bristle’s read- 
ership and influence will always 
be slightly different from 
Indymedia. 


re 
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ever that this has been 
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It’s vital if we are going to develop 
viable alternatives to the present 
unsustainable, imploding system that 
radical ideas are available to every- 
one. What's disappointing is that 
many small businesses that ultimate- 
ly depend upon what is broadly 
termed the counterculture — such as 
Gothic Image (Glastonbury), Café 
Maitreya (Easton), The Bell (Bath) 
and The Farm pub (St Werburghs) 
are not prepared to support local 
voluntary initiatives that are their 
lifeblood — even if they don’t nec- 
essarily agree with the all content 
of bristle. bristle editors 
don’t agree with every word/graphic 
that we publish but we feel passion- 
ately that we should provide a 
forum for alternative views. 
Despite the growth in 
online media there is 
no evidence whatso- 


accompanied by a col- 
lapse in newsprint and 
magazines. Hundreds are 
on sale and being launched 
— Zoo and Nuts spring to 
mind! Corner newsagents are 
piled high because people still 
like to read print and see images 


on paper. 


bristle is a totally independent 
voice for radical and anti-capitalist 
views & culture. We take no adver- 
tising and support no political party. 
The time spent in self-financing is 
the price of this independence. The 
magazine offers views, reviews and 
comment you will not find in other 
mags. The bristle Collective has 
experiences and networks within 
the activist community so that it can 
get stories beyond the reach of con- 
ventional journalists. The first 
bristle collective was made up 
of people from Kebelian Voice, and 


others (ie involved with Punk 
Shocker, Bristol SomeFIN, Do 
or Die). The editors, distributors 
and contributors are activists first, 
not journalists. bristle acts as a 


chronicle of, and commentator on, 


print 
media 


erators (with as light a hand as pos- 
recorded for pos- sible) for its content. bristle has 
terity. more editorial coherence as mem- 


events over the year, it documents 
and hopefully inspires others to 
carry out their own activities or 
start their own projects. It is a living 
history that makes sure some of the 
unofficial history of 

A the South West is 


bers of the collective decide upon 


Indymedia is content and approach (arm 
twist/beg/cajole/bribe) those that 
might seem to have witty, intel- 
ligent and informed things to 
say about a current issue or 
about the content of the 
issue’s special theme (the 
‘special feature’ means 
that we can cover a par- 
ticular issue in detail). 
Plenty of random con- 
tributions also 
appear and go in to 
the pot as well, so 
we never know 
quite what kind 
of magic por- 
ridge will be 
produced as 
the pages are 
spooned out 
into the delicious layouts 
that we all know and love. 


driven by its contribu- 


tors. Those that set it up offer 


technical expertise, and act as mod- 
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Recent 


Independent 
Radical 
Print Media 


History & 


Prehistory 


Way back when 
Stokes Croft was 


and 


still a croft and 
Broadmead was a 
meadow of mighty 
girth, Bristol’s first 
radical magazine 
was chipped into 
the side of the Avon Gorge with a 
giant elk’s antler. The publication 
of a printed radical magazine 
became possible when William 
Bonny set up Bristol’s first printing 
press in 1695. In 1997, ever ready 
to jump on the latest bandwagon 
and to exploit the new technology, 
Bristol’s anarchists did just that.. 


For this issue we Bristlers have 
taken our pedal-powered time 
machine back through our archive 
housed in an impregnable iron 
trunk at the bottom of a crater in 
Planet Easton. Cast your minds 
back to 1997. The infant bristle 
leapt into being in the autumn of 
that year, “free or donation’, as an 
A5 photocopied booklet. Its sixteen 
pages were packed with articles on 
the recent Reclaim the Streets 
Street Party, the Save Ashton Court 
anti-quarry campaign, (the late and 


sadly missed) Barry Horne, Class 
War and The Matthew. On the 
back cover was a caption competi- 
tion for a superintendent Steve 
Allen from Trinity Road in full neg- 
ligée. 


Issue 2 of bristle appeared the 
following summer, in the now 
familiar A4 format (my, hadn’t it 
grown), its eager readers enthused). 
A lead story was the Knowle West 
riot in which 46 officers were 
injured: “Bottles, bricks and petrol 
bombs were rained down upon 
police lines and the station follow- 
ing a protest over released child sex 
killer Sidney Cooke’. Other fea- 
tures included the first introduction 
of CCTV in Broadmead, IKEA 
protests, the second Bristol delega- 
tion to the 
Zapatistas in 

| Chiapas, uncer- 
tainties over the 
future of Kebele 
and an exposée of 
Bristol freema- 


sonry. 


| The first colour 
cover was effec- 
tive and the 
publication 
improved consid- 
erably - it was still 
50p! The inside 
was still photo- 
copied - blagged 
by other people, 
but it was a big effort to do it this 
way. Cheap printing was available, 
so we decided to do more copies. 
Distribution was a problem, 
because we were new, and despite 
the presentation many people 
thought that we were a liability for 
their business (many people think 
that still). There were other issues 
related to the distro which were 
neglected, and even now we don’t 
always tackle them properly — such 
as press releases, publicity and ‘for 


sale’ signs in outlets. The collective 


spent so long getting the mag 
together and coilating it that these 
issues were neglected. Collecting 
money was another problem, many 
of the outlets were alternative busi- 
nesses who agreed with the 
publication — but closed after six 
months or a year, so we lost maga- 
zines and money. This still is a 


problem. 


bristle was collated and stapled 

by hand, which took ages. bristle 

15 was the first to be collated by 

machine (no Luddites here!). Then 

we lost the free colour photocopy- 

ing, which meant a big change. For 

issue 15 we paid for colour covers, 

but we realized we couldn’t afford 

it again, despite upping the price to 

£1.50 (and adding 4 pages). Two 

spot inks covers was the solution. 8 
Not as effective, but still good, we 
hope! The collective has been 
through different phases but has 
maintained it’s core since issue 2 
(some of those involved in issue 1 
left after). We’ve had fundraisers 
such as benefit gigs, but basically 
bristle has been just sustainable 
with money from sales. A mailout 
list was set up so that bristle 
could be distributed outside of 
Bristol, and to establish links to 
similar publications. Among those, 
the closest link developed was with 
Schnews, but also with others such 
as Freedom, Direct Action, F 
Statewatch, EF! Action Update and 

Green Anarchy (US). 


After all these issues, we can say 
that bristle has managed to 
achieve some of its aims: to provide 
information about local attempts to 
challenge the system and to spread 
ideas and experiences from else- 
where here; to be a local reference 
for the activist and anarchist scene; 
to acknowledge some of our victo- 
ries, and to create debate about 
what we do — or don’t do. Despite 
its changes of appearance, Bristle 
has maintained a good quality to 


match other magazines in 


newsagents. We’re not a commercial enterprise, we 
don't earn our living from bristle, therefore we can’t 
put our lives into it to beat the Evening Post — but the 


day will come!’ 


Friends and Country 
Cousins: Radical Print 
Media in the West 


bristle had close links with many freesheets and 
pamphlets in the West Country in the 
1990s, mostly to support the 
environmental direct action 
movement. Does it Matter was 
sprung from the loins of the West 
Country Activist network ‘Piping 
loud like a fiend hid in a cloud’ in 
February 1997. The first words the 
neonate uttered were ‘Mummy, 
what's Big in Somerset?’ The answer 
was Whatley Quarry, one of the biggest 
holes in Europe, and threatening to be so 
huge it could be viewed from the Moon, 
site of many a ruck between the forces of 
responsible living, enlightenment and liber- 
ation (local environmental activists) and the 
dirt grovelling forces of destruction in the 
form of the aggregates and construction indus- 
tries. It was produced in the style of the older 
Free Information Newsletters and the EF! 
Action Update. The A4 newsheet started as a forum for 
reporting and networking, but was so effective that when 
the network lapsed the folk behind the newsletter organized 
a gathering to kick-start it again in 1998. In issue 2 the 
unnamed neonate was titled the Somerset Activist and, by 
issue 3, reflecting its rapidly growing aspirations, it was 
renamed the West Country Activist. A sub-group of Bath 
Eco-Futures published the first issues, and the newsheet 
continued to be produced in Bath until issue 10 when it was 
passed on to comrades in Taunton. It is difficult to gauge its 
readership but 600 were produced, there was a subscription 
list of 150 and it was made available by email. Readers were 
encouraged to copy and distribute. 


By 2001 the centre for operations had switched to Bristol 
and by issue 20, the unashamedly anarchist Action South 
West had really come of age boasting 4 pages, with black 
and white photos/graphics. Action South West ranted in the 
heady days of the WOMBLES, Mayday Monopoly and the 
Vote Nobody campaign. But by 2002 ASW, had ceased to 
be, perhaps becoming redundant as the online Bristol 
Indymedia covered news stories and Bristle provided a more 
in-depth West Country roundup. 


Before bristle, Bristol had already had radical newsheets 
in the form of two feisty cousins Kebelian Voice (up to ten 


issues) and Bristol Some Fin (one issue in 1996), A5 folded 


pamphlets that were spotted rampaging around the streets 
in the late 1990s. These were direct forerunners of Bristle. 
The class-war style Evening Pest, an allusion to the infa- 
mous local daily, thrived around the same time. Another 
voice of anarchism, the stirring but short-lived 
Communiques of the Bristol Black Cat Collective, were 
broadcast only in 2002. Remember too that for much of the 
1990's, the national Class War paper was edited & produced 
in east Bristol. 


The anarcho-feminist paper Bellow was 
another of Bristol’s independent radical 
print tradition. Bellow achieved a nation- 
al reach in the feminist and 
anti-militarist movements until it 
ceased in 2003. Bellow succeeded 
Bristol’s feminist magazines that date 
back to the late 1960s. Enough was 
a handtyped women’s lib discus- 
sion magazine that covered 
politics of the family, women’s 
liberation and the suffragettes. 
Monica Sjoo, Ellen Malos, 
Janet Parham and Pat Van 
‘Twest produced Enough 
between 1969 and 1973. 
Also in the early 1970s the 
Journal of the Bristol 
Women’s Liberation 
Group was printed 
in Montpelier. 


Beyond the environmental and anarchist press, Planet 
Easton, funded and produced by the Easton Community 
Association, provided a regular free newspaper from the late 
1990s. Planet Easton’s masthead proclaimed it was ‘by the 
community, for the community’, as a community newspaper 
it was second to none in the country. It’s been much missed 
since it lost its funding in 2002. 


The Bristolian should also be included in any account of 
local radical journalism, although strictly speaking it’s not 
independent now that it’s linked to a political party. It has 
achieved unprecedented distribution across the city, with 
over eighty issues filled with exposes of the corruption and 
shenanigans of our business and political leaders. For those 


that wondered or are confused however, there are NO orga- 
nizational links with Bristle! 


Cobalt free party magazine was another Bristol based, 
though one that aimed at the wider free party community. 
An online magazine, also available in print, it appears to have 
disappeared without trace. New kid on the block is Impact 
News, a new radical youth tabloid paper produced in Bristol 
but with national coverage and readership. 
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Grime 
crime 


and corporate 


slime 


So, you want to put on some com- 


munity gig or event for local people. 
Or maybe you just want to share 
some information you think people 
should know about, or get some art 
up in the street... Fly-posting is an age 
old way that people use to communi- 
cate with each other. It’s cheap, 
effective and lends itself to creativity 
and diversity. It is a reflection of our 
many different cultures. You can get a 
good insight into the goings-on of 
any town by keeping an eye on the 
walls. In terms of independent media, 
flyposting is literally ‘the word on the 
streets’, and anyone can do it. 


But this presents a problem for the 
authorities. Unmediated, unlicensed 
communication between people has 
never been good for government. 
What is good for government, 
though, is revenue — and control of 
the streets. Fly-posting doesn’t pay, 
and for councillors with a rules-and- 
regulations- dependency, it is out of 
control. Step forward champion of all 
things authorised, Conservative 
councillor Richard Eddy. He’s the 
man eager to make his name as head 
of the crackdown on fly-posting in 
Bristol. Eddy the irrelevant adopts a 
war on terroresque stance as he 
decrees: “Flyposting is illegal and a 
blight on our city’. He’s got big plans 
to squeeze out the small-time pro- 
moters and low-budget publicity 
seekers of this town. Bristol City 
Council currently spends thousands 
of pounds removing fly-posters and 
painting over them with suitably grey 
paint. Grey is a boring colour. It does- 
n’t say much, and for many, it 
represents mediocrity and uniformity. 


Bureaucrats and politicians are often 
portrayed as grey and lifeless. In this 
case, it could be a useful metaphor 
for the sort of “culture” being 
imposed on the people of Bristol. 
This is where the line between street 
cleaning, and social and cultural 
cleansing, becomes blurred. 


While the flyposter bandits are the 
scourge of the city for those in the 
corridors of power, huge advertising 
companies like J}C Decaux and Clear 
Channel have been handed the con- 
trol of our urban landscape. They've 
got bigger flyposters, and more 
importantly, a bigger budget. Which 
means they have an all-ears-and- 
ready-to-please council to do 
business with. So public space in 
Bristol yet again becomes private 
property under a corporate strangle- 
hold, sold off for the benefit of the 
rich. Freedom of expression — but 
only if you're paying for it! Money 
doesn’t just talk — it shouts down all 
other voices. Corporate culture 
seeks to dominate our field of vision 
and destroy, stifle or assimilate any- 
thing alternative or self-organised. 
These real-life space invaders are 


engaged in a relentless attack on our 


senses and want us to share their 
view of what constitutes culture, and 
where to buy it. The tyranny of 
advertising surrounds us, and the 
council's attacks on flyposting fit in 
neatly with the corporate take-over 
of Bristol. But one seasoned local fly- 
poster said it plain and simple:“‘As 
long as there’s a need for it, it will go 
on.” And as long as there are bill- 
boards forcing consumer culture on 
our lives, there will be guerilla artists 
and creative vandals ready to take 
them on — or down! It all comes 
down to these streets, and who they 
belong to... 


“The idea is to hit these fly posting busi- 
nesses hard where it hurts — in the 
pocket.” — Richard Eddy. (An idea 
shared by subvertisers like Anti 
Billboard Brainwash Action (ABBA) 
and billboard fellers everywhere!) 


“ 


0 years of Schnews, of pub- 

lishing a sheet of alternative 

information by volunteers on 
a weekly basis. Without doubt the 
most consistent and established 
alternative information experience. 
A simple style, the right content 
straight from the activist scene, and 
consistency, have been the success 
of this publication. 


The SchNews collective, to mark 
this anniversary, decided to organ- 
ise a second UK tour to any 
town/city that would host them. 
Bristol was their second date. They 
left Brighton with all their equip- 
ment that they use for festivals 
(Big Green, Glastonbury, etc): 
laptop, projector, screen, PA, mic, 
bookstall etc (as well as the print- 
ing project, they have this side well 


sorted). 


The interactive ‘show’ included 


new projections of some good and 
humorous films; the SchNews at 


Ten; a short, humble explanation 


of what SchNews is about; a quick Cornerstone, SUMMAC, LARC, 


worldwide political analysis; and etc. 16 stops in total. 
announcement of the forthcoming 
DISSENT against the G8 in 


Scotland next year. 


What followed was a discussion 

with everyone’s contribution and 
info about local experiences and 
information projects: The Cube, 


Dialect Radio, Bristol Indymedia, 


Direct Contact 


Bristle, Kebele, Bristol Anarchist 
However, the show wanted to have 


Network, Impact News etc. 


us as main protagonists. This was 


Perhaps not what some of the 
attendants were expecting, but it 
was good to get together (we need 
to do it more often!), and good for 
SchNews to have a taste of what is 
cooking here. 


After the show, everyone went to 
Kebele for food and to continue 
the discussion about activism, 


information and projects. 


More info: www.schnews.org.uk/ and 


www.dissent.org.uk| 


an event were SchNews wanted to 
show they were just other activists 
focused on the production of infor- 
mation, but that 
yes, we all can do 
it — we just need 
to find the way to 
provide that infor- 
mation. SchNews 
also came to see 
what we were up 
too in other places. 
Usually, they 
receive informa- 
tion from 
everywhere to pro- 
duce their 
newssheet, but 


direct contact is 


ing the tour had 


many people and NY : =a 


Su 
spaces: ae AS 


been, meeting so 


THE WORD ON THE 
STREETIS... 


HOARDING BOARD ADVERTISER Je DECAUIL 


PROPERTY EXECUTIVE sactGe waRD 

E MM JACICE waRD@scbECAIILCD AK 
FA NOD207298 Bigg 

TEL No 0207298 BDH! 


THE CORPORATE ADVERTISERS ARE DOING No THING NEw 
THEIR STEALING FROM THE STREETS AGAIN. 

THEIR PLAYING REEL TAKING a CORPORATE ES TAGUSH 
MENT ICON, AN AMERICAN DOLLAR GILL AND ROUGHING IT Up 
WITH SPRAY CAN DOODLE AND TELLING You To HAVE KORE 
FUN WITH Your money phoma nhl 
YouR SHORT OF CASH OR DONT Have ANY DOES THE ES 
SAGE EVER compure 

THE CORPORATE THE ES TAGUSHED IS AGOUT CONTROL. 
WHEN HAS IT EVEN SEEN AGOUT FUN AND K got. 

WHEN WAS IT EVER STREETWISE OR GRAFFITI 


«< THEWORDONTHESTREETIS > 


HUGGIE BEAR FROM STARSKY aNp WITCH THE WRITINGS 
ON THE WALL STEREO Mc's IS THE FORMAT. THE CHANNEL 
wen ay Tee aAESS ‘THE PEOPLE WITHOUT 
‘THE DISPOSSESSED. AND THE UNDER DOG. 

@ po You see Your ean iaaNaGER on Your Next 
VISIT. CALLING YoU poop OR BROV 

OR THE BAILIFFS WEARING 2aNDANAS AND 6REAK pane 

va oN oth pogrs te” WILE REPOSSESSNG YOUR 

VIDEO RECORDER 


1 THINK NoT. 
STYLE FASHION CAN ZF USED To fatale REEL SHEIK 
THAT RUGGED CORPORATE Loo GREAT WHITE 


BUT THEIR ALWAYS ONE STEP SEHIND ZECAUSE 
THEY FoLLow AND O2VIOUSLY DON T HAVE IT 
THEY ARE NOT CONNECTED So THEY copY cat. 
QUT THE WESSAGE IS FLAT 
THEY BUSINESS WaNNa HANG OUT AND GE 
WITH IT. BUT THEY CANT ZECAUSE THEIR 
BORING BREAD HEADS, WHO ARENT WITH Us. 
DONT FORGET IT 


BT SLINGSHOTER: 
HOW COULD | POSSIBLY SHINE IN THE 


USE THIN ACETATE, 2a 


VERT 
THEIR LOGOS OF PASSIVE 
TOWERING 


CONSIP TION INTO 
INFERNO S OF IVE STILL GoT mY Tw 
BOW FINGERS Flick You PONIT OaLTO 
DO THE ING YPaGES You canT SALE WE 
FIGHT 8; Mara EDLY STYLE WY 
OWN pack ait AND CHEAP N NASTY HotHe | 


THOUGHT PATTERN NOT JUST PUNCHING IN ¢ NEN 


THM SHEET SUNTE IF WOR IT'S FOR MYSELF. DONT You 
JUST WANNa KicK THaT gaSTARD IN THE TEETH You 
FENOW THE ONE WITH THE TIGHT FITTING SUNT AND Jatt JAR 
BOTTOM SPECTACLES, You KNow THE CREEP Wild RIDES 
‘THE WINTE SWAN NOT T REX You FlcKING oT. THE GIT 
Wid SELLING HALIFAX Pack. AGED FREEDOH. 


FOR THOSE oF You wito FANCY A #1T OF CRASS STYLEE WIEN IT cones 
TO STENCLNG chEcK OUT THE GEORGE BREWERY FROM CASTLE 
_ THE DEDICATED ARTISTS USED 20AT ACCESS To DO THIS 


AIASTER PIECE BUT THE BLOOD AND aOANING OF 
$0 MANY PEOPLE ARE ECHOED IN THESE 
WARROUR WALLS . 


f you believed everything 

you read in the papers you’d 

think the threat from foreign 
terrorists was rivalled only by the 
threat from gangs of young people 
on the streets. 


Reports paint pictures of commu- 
nities under siege, requiring rescue 
by police. Media scaremongering 
helps convince people that the 
state needs more power for our 
own protection! Meanwhile our 
civil liberties, and privacy are 
eroded. Remember the new laws 
against stalkers? First used on 
animal rights campaigners. The 
Anti-terrorist Act? Ironically first 


used on anti-war peace protesters. 


Recently Bristol has had a spate of 
visits from representatives of the 
Home Office’s new anti-social 
behaviour unit extolling the merits 
of the Antisocial Behaviour Act 
2003. ‘This legislation gives the 
police far-ranging powers, e.g: 
powers to disperse groups of two or 
more people gathered in ‘anti- 
social hotspots’ to prevent the risk 


of disorder. 


Children’s charities are concerned 
that this victimises young people 
who haven’t committed a crime. 
Race groups say it could discrimi- 
nate against ethnic minorities 
whose cultures traditionally involve 


street gatherings. 


But our local rag has failed to raise 
these or any other concerns about 
the implications of the Act, prefer- 
ring to wax on in 
self-congratulatory style... ‘....che 
Evening Post has been among the first 
to raise issues and complain about the 


lack of action in tackling the scumbags 


in our communities 
who make life hell 
for the rest of us. 

We are delighted to 
be among those who 
now welcome offi- 
cialdom’s 
recognition of these 
genuine social prob- 
lems’. (2nd July.) 


Are they referring to the scumbags 
who exploit sweatshop labour over- 
seas at cost of local jobs, or fat-cat 
bosses who thrive on casualisation, 
or corrupt councillors lining their 


pockets at our expense? Are they 
hell. 


‘In and around Bristol something very 
positive is stirring in neighbourhoods 
which have been plagued by vandals, 
addicts, noisy neighbours, threatening 
teenagers, bullies and other assorted 
lowlife...Dispersal Orders and Anti- 
Social Behaviour Orders (in the 


same article). 


So, instead of exposing the causes 
of the poverty that creates social 
problems, you can rely on the 
Evening Pest to spout the govern- 
ment’s propaganda. Another ‘news 
item’ on the Act reported in the rag 
was practically lifted word for word 
from the Home Office leaflet 
extolling the virtues of the new 


legislation. 


There’s no disputing there are 
problems in our communities. But 
media reports like these do noth- 
ing to empower people to tackle 
these issues. They do however 
feed fear, prejudice and bigotry, 
further dividing communities, iso- 
lating individuals and reinforcing 


stereotypes of ‘lowlife’ and 


‘addicts’, whilst scapegoating and 


stigmatising some of the most vul- 
nerable and oppressed members of 


our communities. 


Media perpetuate the myth that 
we must rely on state control, cre- 
ating the perfect climate of fear for 
the government to slip in evermore 
legislation that can readily be 
employed to criminalize voices of 
dissent. Under this government 
over 300 new ‘crimes’ have been 


created. 


Under the ASB Act, a media ban 
on naming children subjected to 
orders has been lifted. Lets not 
leave it to the media to ‘name and 
shame’ in what amounts to titillat- 
ing witch-hunts. Surely we can 
take more constructive action to 
tackle problems on our streets and 
build strong, accountable commu- 
nities. For example, Easton 
residents recently joined forces to 
tackle drug dealing on their streets. 
In other areas like Manchester and 
Oxford neighbours have joined 
forces to deal with mugging in 


their area. 


‘This isn't about vigilantism, but about 
taking control back from all bogus 
authority — whether that authority is 
backed by parliament, or by a pistol in 
the boot of a BMW’. (Easton resident 


involved in direct action.) 


EVENINGSSPEST 


SUCKING THE HEART OUT OF BRISTOL 


Dialect with the 
masses 


Dialect radio has just completed a 
successful pilot project proving 
that a small collective working 
with some fairly cheap but well 
designed technology can run a 


radio station 


online, 
with no need for a 


radio licence. 


Open source, 
open content 


In some respects the technology is 
so new that the beaurocratic bodies 
that would seek to regulate and 
restrict the airwaves just don’t 
seem to understand it — never 
mind forming a coherent policy for 


on-line broadcasting. 


The possible exposure for local 
artists, musicians and community 
projects is so popular we already 
have a waiting list. Existing local 
radio stations just don’t seem to be 
able to cater for the needs of the 


community. 


Dialect is working with the local 
Co-operative Development 
Agency to build a business model 
for sustainability so that we can 
remain an automonous, self-guided 
organisation. The structure of our 
co-op means that you can join and 
get involved, feed in your energy 
and ideas, and get back out skills 


and experience. 


So what next? Now that we are 
reeling from the effort put in to 
reach level 1 — we have to keep our 
heads screwed on and take on the 
new challenges presented by our 


OWN SUCCESS. 


The initial direction and goals of 
the co-op seem to be changing, 


and more people are getting 


involved all the time. We are 
building links with local group and 
local people, and finding out where 
we fit into the community. 
Complimentary training is the new 
buzz word, along with sweat- 
labour, unit costing, strategic 
partnerships and support in kind. 


Confused? Join our new 


= contributors 
mentoring 
& 
development 
scheme. 


Somewhere along the way we lost 
sight of one of our main objectives 
— the working part of our workers 
co-operative. The money ran out 
of our funding bid, so we quietly 
became a voluntary project. If it 
wasn’t for the hard work and perse- 
verance of certain key individuals, 
the inspiration provided by the 
artists, and the kick you get when 
another good demo cd arrives in 
the morning post, we would have 
given up a long time ago. To all 
the independent record labels out 
there that sent us a CD — wicked, 
we appreciate you, and keep up 
the good work. And to all the tal- 
ented musicians and labels out 
there that haven’t send us a cd yet 
— what are you waiting for? Pop 
one in the post to us and we will 
get it played. 


From our original pioneering 
Thursday night show, we are now 
broadcasting 3 nights a week. Yep, 
not just now and again, or once a 
month, or just a preset playlist with 
a random selection of mp3 files. It 
is live, it is in your area and it could 
be you on the radio — Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday evenings 
putting it out on the internet radio 
station! After the show, we repeat 
the recording all night and all day 


until the next show, so you can 
listen in 24 hours a day. 


To encourage news and features 
from the local community, we 
make space in the schedule each 
week for guests, news reports, 
events, and pre-recorded features 
submitted by volunteers. Despite 
having no paid admin staff, we can 
usually accomodate anyone who 
wants to get involved. Anyone 
who has already been along, or left 
their details, as well as new prople 
who are interested in participating, 
should get in touch. We may not 
have the time or resources to con- 
tact you or follow up on all 
| enquiries, but come along and 
lend a hand — there 
is plenty SF: 
more work to be done. 


If we organise effectively and get 
the support we need, we will start 
opening up even more — other 
evenings and daytimes too. 
Support from funded groups who 
could use our services, and from 
the local authority, or even individ- 
uals, community groups and the 
arts could make this happen. 


Other venues could also host local 
broadcasts — we can stream from 
anywhere where there is an inter- 
net connection, and we can set up 
the equipment for you to do it 


yourself too. 


Many of our listeners do tune in at 
night and at different times, from 
all over the world. But most of our 
listeners are right here in bristol. 
See the website for the latest infor- 
mation. 


Over the summer we are down on 
numbers, but we are using this 
time to try out new ideas and give 


increased access to new volunteers. 


http.//radiodtalect.net 


Following on from our Issue 16 special on Direct Action, and 
given the continuing backdoor attempts to get GM products into 
supermarkets, bristle asked one of it’s rural correspondents 
Sor some historical inspiration. 


Everyone’s heard of Robin Hood, and 
probably General Ludd, but what about 
Captain Swing? The “Captain Swing” dis- 

turbances of the early 1830’s encompassed much of 
southern England and were a reaction to the intro- 
duction of corn threshing machines, which were 
destroying the livelihood of many agricultural 
labourers. However, the root cause of the riots 
stemmed from far more than the introduction of 
threshing machines. ‘The specific conditions of agri- 
cultural labourers in southern 


Riotous Dorset 


The real action in the West Country took place in 
Dorset, made famous a couple of years later for the 
struggle of the ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs. On 26th 
November 1830, rioters from Stoke Wake and 
Mappowder destroyed William Coward’s machine at 
Woolland. The following day they demanded 
money from Christopher Morey, a small farmer and 
blacksmith. They also smashed a machine on John 
Pount’s farm at Buckland Newton “with a great 
noise and blowing of horns” - despite the attempts 
of the vicar, James Venables, to appease them. 
Finally, at about 8.30pm on 27th November, a crowd 
of about 20 reached John Young’s farm at Pulham. 

He gave them 6 half-crowns, 


England were especially poor - and his neighbour Matthew 
they were merely hired hands, Galpin added £2, to persuade 
with no land to grow their own them to leave. 


food crops, in contrast to peas- 
ants in other countries, who 
had at least their own food to 
eat. In addition, harvests 
between 1828 and 1830 failed, 
doubling the price of bread. 


On 29th November anoth- 
er crowd attacked Walter 
Snook, a farmer and a consta- 
ble at Stour Provost. He made 
several arrests for machine 


Ww 4 Pe breaking and took his prison- 
The first threshing machine tee eel” tne he 


was destroyed at Lower 


Herders, Kent on 28° August 1830, but within two 
weeks the disturbances had spread across the West 
Country. In the South West, Dorset, Gloucestershire 
and Wiltshire were the main centres for the Swing 
Protests, but there were also two machines 
destroyed in Somerset. 


Who was Swing? 


Captain Swing’ appeared to be a mythical figure, 
rather than a real life leader. In fact, the organisation 
of the movement was almost entirely on a local level 
with leaders being chosen from the community. 
There were however some ‘Captains’ who worked 
outside their own areas the most famous being 
‘Captain’ or ‘Lord Hunt’ (real name James Thomas 
Cooper), who led a number of riots in Hampshire, 
Wiltshire and Dorset. He was executed at 
Winchester on 15th January 1831. In most instances 
however, bands of men from one village travelled 
around the farms and hamlets in their area gathering 
men, demanding higher wages, destroying machin- 
ery and in some cases levying money. 


The majority of those involved were farm labour- 
ers, however Thomas Whatley, a carpet weaver and 
blacksmith Maurice Pope, both from Wiltshire, were 
sentenced for Swing related ‘crimes’. One woman 
from the West, Elizabeth Parker, was sentenced to 
transportation for seven years for breaking a thresh- 
ing machine at Tetbury, Gloucestershire, but 
received a free pardon only to be later found guilty 
of stealing money and deported in 1833. 


keys to the lock-up could not 
be found, and sympathisers 
rescued the prisoners. 


There were riots in other Dorset parishes on 29th 
November: Castle Hill, Lulworth, Preston, Winfrith 
and Wool. Most were aimed at persuading farmers to 
raise wages. A more serious assault took place at 
Stalbridge on 1st December, when threshing 
machines were also attacked near Sherborne and at 
Lytchett Matravers (near Poole). 


Totalled 


By the end of December 1830, the main wave of 
rioting was virtually over and a staggering 2,000 men 
and women nationwide had been rounded up and 
were awaiting trial. 800 of these were either acquit- 
ted or bound over, but 600 were jailed, 250 deported 
and more than 250 sentenced to death. Many of 
these sentences were commuted, but at least 19 
people were executed. The trials did not bring an 
immediate end to the disturbances. Riots and demos 
continued into 1831, with several threshing 
machines being broken and, if anything, the number 
of cases of arson reported continued to grow after 
this time. It was estimated that the equivalent of 
about £6,500,000 worth of damage was done to prop- 
erty. 


Whilst many of those involved in the distur- 
bances were dealt with harshly, threshing machines 
disappeared from Southern England for several 
years (restoring a living, albeit a hard and meagre 
one) for many desperately poor people. 


Further Reading and Sources: 
“Wiltshire Machine Breakers” Vols I & II (1993) and 
“Gloucestershire Machine Breakers” (2002) by Jill Chambers 


On the 14th March 1994 the construc- 
tion of the massive road expansion to 
‘improve’ the A36 finally began. Many 
Bathonians were passionately opposed 
to the development which had been defeated by 
objections since it was first proposed in the 1920s. 
Works began which threatened to cut through the 
Bathampton water meadows, part of Bailbrook vil- 
lage, Whitecroft woods and the lower slopes of the 
ancient hillfort at Solsbury Hill. 


Just before the work started Bel Mooney and 
Jonathan Dimbleby joined hundreds of local 
people in a walk along the proposed route. 
Members of Save Our Solsbury and Bath Earth 
First!/Solsbury Hill Action Group (SHAG) pledged 
to confront the road using direct action methods. 
On day one activists locked-on to contractors dig- 
gers with D-locks. For the rest of the week 
campaigners blockaded the contractors’ compound: 
arrests followed. By week two the Dongas Tribe, 
veteran road protesters from Twyford Down, 
arrived (with their goat Spic) to join forces with the 
locals and the struggle was underway. 


Yip Yip Yippy yip yip yip 


The eighteen months that followed were a physical 
and emotional struggle for people involved on both 
sides and many lives were changed. Bonds were 
forged, tempers frayed, life skills were learned, 
hopes shattered in a time of loves and laughs, abra- 
sions and fractures. While some Batheaston folk 
were understandably desperate for a bypass to re- 
route the traffic blight from their village high 
street, others recognized that their local needs were 
being exploited to promote a much greater civil 
engineering project — a Euroroute to link up with 
the south coast. Communities and households were 
divided as the huge intersection cut to push a four- 
lane highway was driven through Bailbrook and 
Swainswick villages. Along the route and on the 
hill it was a summer of love, a summer of digger- 
diving, summer of camaraderie, endless arguments 
about transport policy, rogue security, camp spies, 
shitpits, trechousing, communal vegan stews. On 
the Beltane hundreds of mead-fuelled protest 
pixies danced the night away to the music of the 
Space Goats, Heathens All and Theo (Seize the 
Day), warmed by the flames of a huge wicker bull- 
dozer that blazed away beneath the starry sky. 


However alongside the maypole dancing the public 
meetings, demonstrations and letter writing 
ensured not only significant local support for the 
protests but helped to change the climate of opin- 


ion about the road building programme in the 
longer term. Amey Roadstone quickly became 
aware that their contentious contract to build the 
road had become a public relations disaster. ARC’s 
refusal to speak to the public caused them to have 
their regional offices occupied in support actions 
across the country in Spring 1994. Further protests 
marked the day when the road was finally opened 
in 1996. ‘Trees had been cut, badgers evicted, the 
eastern approaches to the World Heritage city of 
Bath had been permanently blighted. Today, some 
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still see it as a useful trunk road while others see 
the body of traffic and the continued tailbacks in 
Lambridge. Either way it has proven to be a colos- 
sal white elephant. 


When the first construction vehicles moved in it 
was unlikely that activists would be able to defeat 
the combined forces of big business, police and the 
local press. However, the overall impact of the road 
protests of the mid-Nineties — Twyford Down, 
M11, Fairmile in Devon, Pollock in Glasgow, 
Oxleas Woods (victory), Salisbury Bypass (never 
built), and, largest of all Newbury, was successful. 
A combination of direct action and argument 
defeated the Tory road building programme. 
Construction companies such as Amey Roadstone 
and Costain were left with enormous additional 
costs due to rocketing security and insurance bills 
and very bad public relations. There was more and 
more evidence that in the longer term new roads 
generated more traffic and merely exacerbated the 
problem of congestion. Concerns about the contri- 


bution of carbon dioxide emissions to global warm- 
ing also swung the arguments heavily against 
demand-led road building. When significant public 
dissent upset their masters in big business, the 
‘Tory Home Secretary of the time, Michael Howard 
rushed the Criminal Justice Act through in 1994. 
However, a huge culture of opposition had been 
created that refused to be intimidated by either the 
state clampdown or heavy-handed security. When 
work on the Newbury Bypass began fifteen protest 
camps sprung up to confront its construction. The 


appearance of a giant blackened kettle that had 
served its purpose at Greenham Common at one of 
the Newbury camp-fires was not only symbolic but 
extremely useful. 


The Struggle Continues 


The battle is not over. It is possible that the road 
links along the A36 are just in hiding waiting for a 
politically expedient time for construction to start 
again, threatening areas such as the Lympley Stoke 
Valley and Salisbury. Already a petition has been 
started to protest against an A36-A46 link road in 
Bathampton. A fierce battle to oppose a new road 
has been raging at Blackwood, South Wales this 
spring (see last issue of bristle and Bristol 
Indymedia). At Stonehenge the Department of 
‘Transport are planning to expand the existing A303 
into a massive four-lane dual carriageway. A short 
tunnel is going to be cut near to the monument 
itself. While Stonehenge itself will obviously not 
be toppled the DoT clearly do not grasp that the 
stones’ context within the landscape and the sur- 
rounding prehistoric remains are archaeologically 
nearly as important as the positioning as the monu- 
ment itself. There is significant opposition from 
Wiltshire people, archaeologists and environmental 
groups. ‘The A303 widening plans also threaten the 
landscape of the Blackdown Hills, on the 
Somerset-Devon border. We must not let New 
Labour resurrect the roads programme by stealth. 
Save Stonehenge! 
http://www.savestonehenge.org.uklhomepage.html 

ematl: info@savestonehenge.org.uk 

Road Alert 

http:|//www.roadalert.org.uk 

Weed: Environment and Road Protest Camps 2004 
Attp://alt.venus.co.uk/weed|roads| weed@venus.co.uk 
Urban 75 

Atp-//www.urban75.com/ 

One of the best online sites for current listings on environ- 
mental direct action 


ARE SAVING 
YOUR PLANET. 
Contact §.H.A.G. now on 


R DIVING 
ECO ACTIVISTS 


Appiy te Soishury 1 Campnign, Bath 
(F225) 481085 


A Prison Without Bars 
- New Labour’s plans for the UK unveiled! 


announced plans for the satellite monitoring 

of people convicted of crimes. Initially this 

will be piloted on child sex offenders, to 

ensure public support for the initiative, and 
will work in a similar way to the tagging of offenders. 
In theory those monitored will set off an ‘alarm’ if 
they go out of, or into, a specified geographical area. 
However, where will this trial stop? 


i n late May Home Secretary Blunkett 


The post 9/11 repression of dissent and erosion of 
civil liberties appears to know no bounds, and the 
testing of new measures on ‘hated’ sub-groups of the 
population is not a new tactic — think of asylum 
seekers, Irish republicans, new age travelers, striking 
miners or those on benefits, in the recent past. You 
do not have to be a conspiracy theorist to see the 
potential links between satellite monitoring and the 
proposed new biometric ID cards — you won’t know 
what’s on or in the ID card, you’ll have to carry it, 
and pay for it too (in more ways than one). It’s poten- 
tially a great way to cut down on dissent, from 
striking workers, to peace activists, to those on the 
dole, to you reading this mag. 


No Comment officer 


If you don’t wanna go to prison, or get hooked upto 
the state’s surveillance scams, then check out the 
recently re-released ‘No Comment — the defen- 
dants guide to arrest’. Hard-hitting, in yer face, and 
antagonistically humorous, the 2004 edition of this 
infamous pamphlet is available now. Funded by a 
damages award against the Metropolitan Police fol- 
lowing false arrests at the Queens Jubilee, and 
updated & reprinted by former members of 
Anarchist Black Cross (ABC) in conjunction with 
the Legal Defence & Monitoring Group (LDMG) 
— get it from the Kebele info stall or from 
Greenleaf Books, both in Bristol. It’s free too! Or 


send a 2"4 class SAE to No Comment, c/o BM 
Automatic, London, WC1N 3XX. Stay Free! 


Campaign Against Prison Slavery 
(CAPS) 


Late April saw Bristol’s first picket outside 
Wilkinsons store in Bristol City Centre, as part of a 
CAPS national day of action. The campaign exists to 
highlight the exploitation of prisoners — they pro- 
duce goods for minimal pay (£1 a day) whilst the 
company bosses get rich; potential jobs are lost to 
the rest of us; the taxpayer subsidises the company; 
the prisoners lose out on worthwhile training & edu- 
cation. Wilkos boss has amassed at least a £300 
million fortune, and he’s not the only one, many 


prisons throughout the south west are exploited. 
Businesses on the make include Summit Media 
(web design), Industrial Rubber PLC, various build- 
ing/DIY firms, and football clubs — prisons ‘make’ 


60% of all goal nets! Prisons provide labour at 3td 
world costs, but nearer to home. What next, call cen- 
ters inside? 


On strike — in prison! 


‘Thousands of industrial & agricultural staff 
employed by the prison service held a 24-hour strike 
in late May over a 1% pay increase imposed for 2003. 
It was their first such strike for 25 years, and came 
after Prison Officers were given a higher pay award. 
John Allot of Amicus, the largest union involved rep- 
resenting 1,500 workers, stated: “” All our members 
are asking for is fairness and a decent living wage. 
Our members are taking this action with regret but 
this is the only choice they have to get their voice 
heard.” Well, not the only choice John — check out 
the CAPS website. 


More chaos in prisons! 


Early June saw the amalgamation at a national 
level of the Prison & Probation services into the 
National Offender Management Service (NOMS), 
to be followed as and when at a local level. Probation 
Officers union assistant general secretary, Harry 
Fletcher, said a rapid transition could only lead to 
“chaos and even more bureaucracy”. He added that 
a reduction in the prison population would be better 
achieved by cutting the length of sentences 
imposed by the courts. The union also opposes gov- 
ernment plans for Noms to contract out some 
probation services to the private sector. It said that 
the reform had been rushed and was under funded. 
He could have added a lot more, but given his job 
and his position, that’s no surprise is it. 


We all know the Government is in a rush to both 
privatise further the prison service, and increase the 
number of prisoners (already at record levels). 
Clamping down on the unions of prison workers, 
whilst exploiting the labour value of the prisoners, is 
2 sides of the same privatisation coin. 


Under age concerns at Eastwood 
Park Prison 


The March 2004 report by the HM Inspectorate 
of Prisons criticised Eastwood Park for it’s ongoing 
imprisonment of girls under 18 years. It also stated 
“If Eastwood Park is to continue to hold children, 
the establishment must be in closer liaison with the 
Area Child Protection Committee to ensure that 
cases of concern are passed to the area child protec- 


tion co-ordinator for advice and support. However, 
there is a more fundamental point. The Youth 
Justice Board and Prison Service need to decide 
whether Eastwood Park is to continue to hold juve- 
niles, and if so to resource it properly to do so.” This 
is despite previous assurances that under-18’s would 
no longer be imprisoned here, due to the effects on 
their mental & physical health and lack of appropri- 
ate care available. Er...so why are they still there, 
and in greater numbers? As both prison numbers, 


and suicides/deaths reach record levels, will 


Blunkett pay for the blood on his hands? 
Strange but true 


Charges against 2 prisoners who fled from an 
open prison because it was “rife with drugs” and 
handed themselves into a closed jail were dropped 
recently. Audie Carr and Benjamin Clarke legged it 
from Leyhill Open Prison, Glos, and turned up at 


Gloucester Prison the next day after a 17 hour walk, 
telling staff that they wanted to serve the rest of 
their sentences there. They had beaten drug habits 
after rehabilitation programmes at Gloucester 
Prison, and had left Leyhill because they “wanted a 
stricter regime”, after requests to be transferred 
back to Gloucester were declined. 


Here at bristle we think prisons are a failure, 
and suggest readers stay well clear of a spell inside. 


We’d recommend the following resources for 

Starters: 
http://www.geocities.com|bristol_abe| 
http://www.prisonersadviceservice.org.uk|/ 
Attp://www.enrager-net{hosted/caps|/ 
Attp://www.alternatives2prison.tk.com 
http://www.defy-id.org.uk/ 
http:/!www.ldmg.org.uk 
http://www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk 


More Local History Lessons! 


i4th century sprite 


‘Townspeople were forced to pay for upkeep of 
Bristol Castle, and to supply it provisions. In 1312, 
the fishmongers refused to pay, sparking a local 
rebellion. ‘The castle was attacked and a defence 
wall built to protect the town. Local people stormed 


The Kingswood colliers rioted against taxes 
imposed on them for the upkeep of Bristol’s roads. 
Toll gates were pulled down and burned by mobs. 
Many rioters disguised themselves as women. The 
mayor described the Kingswood colliers as “a set of 
ungovernable people’. Anger at the 
taxes continued, as the mobs 
made collection unworkable. In 
June 1734 every turnpike gate 
between Bristol and Gloucester 
was destroyed by armed bands. 

It was the turn of the cloth 
workers to kick off in 1728. 
There had been bad harvests, 
and food prices were high. The 
poor faced misery and starvation. 
So when cloth industry employ- 
ers reduced wages, the result 

- was predictable. Cloth workers 
te gt ¢ LoS PPS Ith 7 seized and burned looms, and 
Hi (4 a 3 a _ ‘lh iG & Apia ° trashed the bosses’ machinery. 
| aSe vy) ded 2 ei After two years of struggle, they 
Fats ee Leg Ci OF oll won a guaranteed wage level by 
7‘ law. 

Those troublesome Kingswood 
Colliers were at it again in 1738, 
blocking streets, filling mine- 
shafts and rioting for several days 
after their wages were cut. 

A farmers uprising in 1749 con- 
tinued the local tradition of toll 
booth bashing, as farm labourers 
with blackened faces went on 
the rampage. Not surprisingly, 
the Kingswood colliers, never 
shy of making trouble, joined in 
the action! Alleged ringleaders 

" were protected from arrest by 
A wypical ‘Swing’ letter as sent to Landowners showing a no nonsense, direct action their fellows, who organised a 
based approach to wage megotiations 
a Guildhall committee meeting which had been 

convened to decide their fate. Bristol held out as a 
rebel state for three years, and when the sheriff 
finally arrived in 1316 to make arrests, the crowd 
prevented the wanted men being taken. The 
people then laid siege to the castle. The rebellion 
was finally put down by the king’s army, who 
starved the townspeople into submission. 


nightly watch. 
Trouble flared again in 1753, a time of crushing 
poverty. When news reached the Kingswood colliers 
(these guys must have known the Riot Act off by 
heart!) that large quantities of wheat were to be 
exported, they stormed to the council house. 
Windows were smashed, and later there was a con- 
frontation at the docks. After street fighting, some 
prisoners were taken to Bridewell prison. They 
were soon liberated by their friends, though. 
Dragoons arrived and opened fire, killing several 
: 8th century rioters. Order was restored, but the Kingswood col- 


In 1709 simmering unrest exploded in bread riots, liers promised to return. The mayor was clearly 
as about 400 Kingswood colliers and poor citizens of “worried, writing “...he repression may prove beyond our 


Bristol showed their discontent. They finally dis- force.” There were more food riots and looting in 
persed when the authorities promised to lower the 1769 and 1794. 


a“ 


Mark Thomas 


Mark Thomas @ The Hen & Chicken, Bedminster, April 28 2004-06-19 


One of a number of MT gigs here as he polishes up new material, despite being 12 quid in it was worth it. Live, 
MT is politically harder than on TV, and also, thankfully, funnier! Fresh from his acquittal on charges relating to DSEI 
2003, he rips into a wide range of issues from war to new Labour to anything you may dare to heckle him on (a 


bad but funny move if you dare to try!). The focus of the night’s 2d half is on Coca-Cola, starting with its com- 
plicity with 1930’s German Nazis, unto it’s present exploitation of the developing world’s labour & natural 
resources in India & Columbia. MT remains an activist & comedian, not a media star. 


Babyhead 


BABYHEAD -— ‘The geek show’ Monster Piece Productions 2004 


Finally, here it is: Babyhead’s long awaited first album.About time, if we consider that this is one of the most 
popular, respected and consolidated local bands. Well deserved for a band which has played every local festival 
from St Paul’s Carnival to Walcot Nation Day,Ashton Court and Glastonbury plus hundreds of benefit gigs 
including for this magazine... 


The production is superb — you will notice it has been a long time in preparation, because it’s packed with 
music, videos and photos - a more than 
needed release. The problem is that the 
guys had to do it themselves (what hap- 
pened to Lamb and all those whom 
wanted to release your album?). Sad, that 
such a band has to put up their own 
money and efforts to get an album pub- 
lished. But at least you get the advantages 
of being independent. 


The first track is the most significant in 
this sense, and the one describing their 
attitude of enjoying what they do regard- 
less of success and money: ‘we don’t need 
multinational remuneration, label orches- 
tration, radio stations (yes, they mean the 
commercial ones, of course!), teenage 
infatuation, technological syncopation, 
hype speculation, audience participation ( 
guess they mean those ‘everybody in the 
house say eohhh’) hands in the air congre- 
gation, mutual masturbation, the love of 
our generation’. Too right, they just do it 
and enjoy it, like they have done this 
album. The track starts with Mancub’s 
personal dj experiments to get into the 
infectious ska-hop. 


All over the record their style is very defined: ska-hop on its best, which in time will no doubt develop into 
something else (funk? punk?). Sometimes going a bit more dubby (‘Rubber dub’), sometimes more hip-hop, with 
considerable doses of Circus pirouettes, sometimes sounding kinda ska-punk resembling Citizen Fish. The four- 
piece brass section is well adapted to the combo, with some very jazzy and crazy (this is a crazy band) solos, 
while still finding time for Loopo’s scratching, and there are some samples adding flavour to this big pot.And the 
vocals jumping all over, doing choruses, duets, arias, etc 


Without a doubt my favourite is the track closing the album ‘We don’t need no’,a track against the war and the 
latest madness experienced in our society. The track includes preaching parody of this war for God, against evil. 
‘S.O.S’ is another track on Beasties kinda style. Another story by Mancub. But yes, in general this is a superb 
album, good for bouncing, to enjoy their music skills, to follow some unusual stories and to keep a good vibe. 


TEODLEDMS 


Impact News 


impact News — Issue 3, cost £1 


Officially the iaunch issue of the self-proclaimed ‘worlds first ever independent, international, young peoples 
newspaper’, this 16 page tabloid paper, with full colour cover, is certainly out to make a name for itself. It also 
has a significant Bristol influence, in both production & content. Aiming to provide REAL news, and empower 
its readers, it covers the full counter-cultural spectrum. From non-violent direct action reports & tips on all 
things environmental & anti-war; international news & culture; to drugs, sweatshops & DIY street fashion; with 


some tasty anarcho-style graphics. Well worth a read, and check out their website too. 


100 Women of Bristol 


100 Women of Bristol - Bristol City Council, 95p 


An interesting publication from Bristol City Council itself! This is not a radical politics publication — the booklet 
includes princesses as well as activists . However, the attempt to 
recover the achievements of so many local forgotten women is invalu- 
able, particularly when the women included here were challenging : ‘ 
such great levels of sexism, inequality and abuse. Especially inspiring WOMEN of BRISTOL 
was Theresa Garnett’s action (see last issue) and so many other 
women who defied law and order in the focal suffragette movement, Teg erase te 
some even going to prison such as Annie Kenney, or those involved in | «cor srcres 
Trade Unions demanding equal rights for women and those demand- |” 
ing rights for prostitutes. Before them many campaigned for the 
abolition of slavery: women like Mary Carpenter, Mary Etslin, Fanny 
Trollope, Agnes Beddoeor and the runaway slave Ellen Craft. This 
humble publication succeeds in demonstrating the positive action of 
Bristol women on behalf of social and political change. The booklet 
only includes women who have already passed away but there are 
enough inspiring women today to fill another book! Available from 
Bristol Central Reference Library. Martin 


Free Party 


Free Party, Trifell quarry, South 
Wales. 


What a stonker! We arrived on Saturday night, and knew 
straight away that this was going to be a whopper. 70 foot 
high gyrating ravers silhouetted by laser lights against the 
rock face and some big bass sounds threatening to cause a 
rockfall! | counted twenty sound systems, and there was a 
good mix of music, defying the techno monoculture! A few 
thousand people had clearly come from ail over for this 
one, giving it a right old free festival feeling. Impressively 
organised, and a good reminder that we can sort things out 
for ourselves! D.I.Y. as fuck!! No trouble from the culturally 
challenged forces of law and order, either, who failed to put - 
in an appearance! Fave rave moments: dancing to the 
Wurzels on our mate’s punk system, and sunrise over a 
beautiful valley. Less favourite bits: sheep — worrying gabba 
and toxic smoke from burning tyres at sunrise (there's 
always one, innit?!}. Post-apocalypse rating: 9 out of 10! 


(Burning cars would have made it a full 108). 


Naked Guide to Bristol 


Gil Gillespie, The Naked Guide to Bristol (Bath: Naked Guides, 
2004), £6.95. 


Bristol's a city of expanding real estate opportunities, a global player in cutting-edge modernization and with a heritage 
ripe for rebranding. Luckily this book is refreshingly off-message and doesn’t push any of that bollocks. Instead Gillespie 
takes us by our little clammy hands and leads us through the streets of a more authentic Bristol. Therein he shows us a city 
that, despite being blighted by perpetual regeneration, retains enough of that blend of groovy experimental noise, nobbly 
old follies, angry malcontents, dimly-lit real ale pubs, Victorian pissoirs and boxes of organic vegetables, that combine to 
create the gurt lush place we all know and love. Nor does Gillespie airbrush out the creeping gentrification, authoritarian 
restrictions and anti-social crime that so often fuck it up. I've been living here for two years and jotted down 31 things to 
check out that | haven’t got round to doing yet. P’rhaps | should stop scribbling for seditious magazines and get out a bit 
more? 

A deep affection comes through in this guide which is probably of more interest to locals than tourists. There are sec- 
tions on the Bristol Beat, Gay Bristol, Street Art and Radical Bristol (penned with lan Bone’s help). But the real political 
punch is often in the asides which poke a sharp stick at such evils as the Temple Meads ticket barriers, the post-war destruc- 
tion of Kingsdown and the greedy corporate hands of Sovereign Homes predating upon the cherished Clifton Open-Air 
Pool. 


And do we get a mention? “bristle seems to have gone so far underground that we've not been able to dig one up for 
a while’. Hmm, we'd better unearth a copy of the shrieking mandrake that is bristle in time for the second edition. 


The Glitter Band 


Gig Review: The Glitter Band / Fab 208. 
Fleece & Firkin. June 2004. 


As Cher once screamed: “If | can’t dance, it’s not my revolution!” Or was this 
that other top, pop diva, Emma Goldman? Whatever. Down at the Fleece, all 
notions of middle-aged respectability are being smashed into a million pieces and 
thrown to the air like confetti on a breeze. Bankers, office workers, housewives, 
and all your favourite aunts and uncles are dressed in glitter, spangles and tinsel. 
Air-guitaring and gyrating lewdly. Thrusting their sagging nether regions into the 
face of all and sundry. Celebrating the songs of some of the greatest recording 
artists of all time — Bay City Rollers, Sweet, the Osmonds, etc — as translated by 
Fab 208. It is the soundtrack of a generation that time forgot. Never mind your hardcore this and your hardcore that. 
Never mind the bollocks. Fab 208 are the utter Glam masters whilst the Glitter Band are the absolute gods. For some 
reason Gary’s no longer with them but in his place there is an even better, fatter, uglier gargoyle. It is like the Second 
Coming. The Rapture. Stomping, pre-Killing Joke tribal beats accompanied by mass chants, piercing staccato guitar and 
beautiful wailing saxophone. Let tyrants panic and their crumbling empires fall. Dare you say these people are wrong 
because their tastes do not coincide with yours? Revolution must be inclusive or not at all. John Serpico. 


The Pugilist Specialist 


The Sa aiaas Specialist, The Tobacco Factory,Friday 4th June 


This was my first time ever at the theatre, and | wasn’t sure 
if it would be for the likes of me. | didn’t know what pugilist 
meant, but was sold by the cover; the actors calling them- 
selves “The Riot Group”. This was one company that | liked 
the sound of! The set consisted simply of two gym benches 
(playground politics!), which the cast themselves re-arranged 
to change scenes. The play is a satire of the American military 
and it’s need for enemies and constant war. For an hour and 
a half we got bombarded by some seriously precision dia- 
logue, delivered by four U.S. Marines preparing for a 
“black-ops” mission to off the bad guy dictator of the month. 
At times it was hard to keep up with the pace of the verbal 
fire-fight on stage, bie ie actors brilliantly conveyed the mindset of “The Corps”, and it’s culture of obedience and alle- 
giance to the flag at all costs. It made me happy not to have followed my childhood dream of joining the marines! The Pugilist 
Specialist, has an intelligence that makes “smart” bombs look really stupid. These are words as weapons. | was blown away 
—a hell of a play! 


Obituaries 


Kathleen Dye 
(13th September, 1915 - Ist May, 2004) 


On 8th May 2004 Kathleen Dye passed away. bristle had the privilege of interviewing her two years 
ago, an acknowledgement this active and humble woman deserved for a life committed to all kinds of pol- 
itics. We know how much she appreciated that interview, and we did too, as Kathleen (she was active until 
her last days!) has been an inspiration for all of us. A living example 
— that wanting another model of society is not a rebellious thing of our 
youth, but a life style, a life commitment. She was always respectful 


and considerate of what we (the younger generations) proposed and 
did! 


Kathleen was born in Cornwall in 1915, and later moved to Bristol, 
where she was involved as a volunteer during the second world war. 
She was very aware of injustices and worked out her own politics. She 
had a great compassion for animals, and campaigned and worked for 
them as well as becoming vegan. Her politics were all encompassing 
—a passionate environmentalist who took part in local campaigns such 
as Solsbury, Siston Common, Ashton Court Quarry, the Ring road and 
others like the Bristol Cycling Campaign and Critical Mass; she was 
active with the Greenham Common women; she campaigned for the 
miners, for civil rights in Northern Ireland, for pensioners rights, 
against apartheid, in the Class War campaign, supporting prisoners 
and people who weren’t paying the poll tax. I can picture a photo of her holding a banner.... and another 
one outside the Magistrates Court against the war (when the anti-war campaign still wasn’t fashionable! — 
with respect to all the anti-war campaigners). That was her last campaign, the Bristol Stop the War 
Coalition. Yes, she was active! Always proud, always convinced of her beliefs, standing up, holding the 
banner, and at the same time humble about her contribution. Hers was a life committed to achieving 
change, respect and rights. A living example. 


Juan 


This is someone who was neither a Bristolian, nor someone who lived here for very long, but in the 
short time he was amongst us, he managed to impress us with his vitality, determination and sense of 
humour. He had come straight from Chiapas in Mexico, from a Zapatista community, high on collective 
and community resistance to power. But originally he came from Torrelavega, from an industrial city in 
Cantabria, in the North of Spain, where workers’ resistance is a reality. In Bristol he found another inspi- 
rational movement within squatters, anarchists and at Kebele. Cooking in the café, doing graffiti, earning 
money juggling, teaching Spanish, he didn’t stop, and loved every bit of it. 


But he also revisited his past ghosts — hard drugs, a weapon against the working class. We were writing 


bristle 13, and asked him to write about drugs and resistance against the system. But he left, due to the 
difficulties of living in an area like Easton where drug scoring can happen on almost every corner. We can 
say that Bristol was his re-encounter with drugs, and after a long time in and out, in May 2004, Javi final- 
ly died of a blood infection. He was still only young, such a waste. His happiness and liveliness remains 
with us, his anarchist pride, his graffiti, and his excitement shouting slogans through the Bristol city centre 
on the anti-jubilee demo. You weren’t here for a long time, but you managed to touch us. We won’t 
forget you. 


Contacts 


® Bath Earth First! 
PO Box 426, Bath BA! 2ZD. 


% Bath Hunt Saboteurs Association 
PO Box 426, Bath BA! 2ZD. 
07734 968414 bathsabs@fsmail.net 


® Bath Animal Action 
PO Box 426, Bath 2ZD. 


® Bath Stop the War Coalition 
c/o 40 Kipling Ave, Bath BA2 4RB. 
www.bathstopwar.org.uk 
postmaster @pbathstopwarorg.uk 


% Bristie 
Box 25,82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BD. 
wwwibristie.org.uk bristlemag@yahoogroups.co.uk 


© Bristol Activists Forum (Bristol Activists accepts 
posts on a wide range of political issues and events. To 
join send a blank email to: bristol-activists- 


subscribe@yahoogroups.com 


® Bristol Anarchist Action (BAA) (youth anarchist 
group for under-25's) 
Wwwwanarchistyouth.net Baa@anarchistyouth.net 


® Bristol Anarchist Network (BAN) (new group 

setting up to network among Bristol's anarchists and 

to publicise & disseminate anarchist ideas and action). 
bristolanarchistnetwork@subsection.org.uk 


® Bristol Animal Rights Network 
Box 53, Greenleaf Bookshop, 32 Colston St, Bristol 
BS! 5BB. Bristolar@webtribe.net 


® Bristol Anti-Casualisation Campaign (BACO), 
Box 43,82 Colston St, Bristol, BS! 5BB. 
bristolacc@hotmail.com 

Meetings: ast Monday of the month, 8pm at the Old Fox, 
Fox Rd, Easton. 


* Bristol Cycling Campaign 

|3 Alpha Road, Southville Bristol BS3 1DH. Meetings: 
first Thursday of the month, 8pm at the Scotchman & His 
Pack, St Michaels Hill 


® Bristol Defend the Asyium Seekers 
Campaign | 

Bristol Defend The Asyium Seekers Campaign, Box 41, 
Greenleaf Books, 82, Colston Street, Bristol, BS! 5BB 
wwwasylumbristol.org.uk/ 
asylumbristol|@hotmail.com 


® Bristol Genetix Group 
6The Manor House, Park Lane, BS2 8BE 


% Bristol Housing Action Movement 
Box 56,82 Colston St, BS! 5BB. 
Tel:0795 725 4045 


® Bristol Indymedia (submit your own news and 
use the calendar to list events) 
http//bristol.indymedia.org 

(Also UK Indymedia - http//www.ndymedia.org.uk) 


® Bristol International Solidarity Movement 
Action and Resistance for Justice in Palestine 
www.ism-bristol.org.uk/ 


® Bristol Permaculture Group 

10-12 Picton St, Montpelier, Bristol BS5 6QA. 
0117 955 3959 
BSPermaculture@postmark.net 
www.bristolfoe.org.uk/bpg/ 


@ Bristol Prisoners’ Support Group (ABC) 
Box 42,82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BB 

www geocities.com/bristol_abc/ 
bristol_abc@yahoo.co.uk 


® Bristol Stop the War Coalition 
Box 45, 82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BB. 


@ Chiapasiink 

Box 79, Greenleaf Bookshop, 82 Colston St, Bristol, 
BS! 5BB 

www. chiapaslink.ukgateway.net/ 
chiapaslink@yahoo.com 


®% Dartmoor EF! 
PO Box 77, Totnes,TQ9 5Z}. 


® Easton Cowboys 
www.eastoncowboys.org.uk 
eastoncowboys@hotmail.com 


% Eco-Village Network UK (EVNUK) 
PO Box 1410, Bristo! BS99 3]P 
0117 373 0346 


% Enrager.net (anarchist and libertarian newswire, 
with a wide range of discussion forums. South West 
Forums) 

http//enragernet/web/britair/southwest 

To submit news/articles: http//enragernet/web/ 


% Euskal Info (Basque Information) 
PO Box 50,82 Coiston St, Bristol BS! 5BB. 
www.euskalinfo.org.uk euskalinfo@kebele.com 


® Greenleaf Bookshop 
82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BB. 
0117 921 1369 


iContact (alternative video network) 
clo 76 Mina Rd, St Weburghs, Bristol BS2 9TX. 
0117 9400 636 wwwvyideonetworkorg 


® Kebele Kutture Projekt 
14 Robertson Road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6JY. 
0117 939 9469 


wwwikebele.org info@kebele.org 


® Kiptik (Zapatista Solidarity Group) 
Box 79, 82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BB. 
www .kiptik buz.org kiptik@eudoramail.com 


® Mapuche International Link 

6 Lodge Street, Bristol BS! 5LR. 

0117 927 9391 
httpy//www.members.aol.com/mapulink/ 


# Marion Thomas Campaign 


Grosvenor Road, St. Pauls, Bristol. 


® Pandora Project (DU) 
http//www.pandoraproject.org/index.htm! 
pduproject@yahoo.co.uk 


® Set up for Life (Gary Mills and Tony Poole 
Campaign) 

PO Box 4739, Birmingham BI | ILG 

07814 793 530 setupfortife@hotmail.com 


® South Devon EF! 
PO Box 77,TomesTQ9 52]. 


® Solidarity Bristol (part of Solidarity Federation), 
Box 43,82 Colston St, Bristol BS| 5BB. 
wwwsolfed.org.uk 


mail@solidaritybristol.org.uk. 


® St. David's Wood Campaign (Direct action 
against road building in South Wales) 
Tel:07708420446 (if no answer send text) 


% Stroud Valleys’ Anarchists 
www.geocities.com/svanarchossvanarchos 
svanarchos@yahoo.co.uk 


® SWAN Network 
PO Box 70, Newport, NP! 0YD 


swangroup@yahoo.co.uk 


® Totnes Genetix Group 
do PO Box 77, Totnes, TQ9 5Z]. info@togg.org 


® Transform Drug Policy Foundation 

Easton Business Centre, Felix Road, Bristol BS5 OHE. 
0117941 5810 

http/www.tdpf.org.uk/ 

info@tdpf.org.uk 


® Troops Out 
PO Box 5,82 Colston St, Bristol BS! 5BB 
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